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Network building
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Holding meetings of Steering Committees
and the Subcommittes
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Information collection and sharing
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Delivering newsletters for the members, maintaining
database, collecting information on prevention of illicit
import and export of cultural property, and supporting
international cooperation activities
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Research
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Implementing international cooperation surveys
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Public relations and dissemination
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Publishing booklets introducing Japan’s international
cooperation in cultural heritage, maintaining the website,
holding symposia and seminars
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Japan’s International Cooperation
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A wide diversity of cultures exists across the globe. Each culture is
passed down by the groups that share it, while at the same time
every culture is constantly evolving through contact with external
cultures and the changing natural environment. Cultural heritage is
defined as what has been handed down over the years, from
generation to generation.

Traditionally, cultural heritage has been passed down by the local
people and through government efforts to ensure its survival to
future generations. However, in contemporary society we can see
some cases in which a single locality or country cannot protect its
cultural heritage, due to technical or financial difficulties or various
other factors. Today, many attempts are being made at international
cooperation to protect cultural heritage as the shared property of all
humanity, under a framework that transcends national borders.

After the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage was adopted by UNESCO in 1972, a multilateral
framework for international cooperation began to be developed.
During the initial stages of this gradual process, the cultural heritage
identified first as the main subjects of international cooperation
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Architectural training in the Western Causeway of Angkor Wat (Cambodia)
Restoration of (Nepal)

Training project in the Field School of Archaeology, Ministry of

Religious Affairs and Culture (Myanmar)

Restoration project of Ndebele house painting (Aichi, Japan)

Group Training Course for researchers from Asia-Pacific Region (Nara, Japan)
Research and Protection activities of Lines and Geoglyphs of Nasca (Peru)
Support project for the documentation of cultural heritage (Syria)

Excavation work at Ak-Beshim site (Kyrgyz)
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included historic sites and buildings as well as monuments. Later, the
cultural heritage that should be protected through international
cooperation has come to be seen to include cultural landscapes and
intangible cultural heritage too. In addition, the means of cooperation
also have expanded to include a wide range of methods such as
technology transfer and human-resources development in addition to
the traditional means of research and financial assistance.

Following its experience with dramatic social changes such as the
Meiji Restoration and World War I, Japan became a pioneer in efforts
to protect and utilize its cultural heritage. Today, Japan puts its
experience and technologies to support the protection of cultural
heritage around the world.

Due to this expanding concept of cultural heritage and the
increasingly diverse modes of practical cooperation, it is essential to
support the protection and utilization of cultural heritage through
partnerships with various parties in Japan and cooperation among
experts extending beyond the boundaries of individual fields of
academic study.
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See the website below for more details.

http://www.jcic-heritage.jp
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The Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage (JCIC-Heritage) was established in 2006 with the goal of
building a shared platform for mutual partnership and cooperation
among various agencies involved in the protection of cultural
heritage overseas. Through meetings of its Steering Committee and
Subcommittees as well as holding events including seminars and
symposia, JCIC-Heritage shares the latest information on protection
of cultural heritage and supports a system to promote wide coopera-
tion to protect cultural heritage among various agencies, groups, and
experts throughout Japan.
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Survey on the protection of cultural heritage abroad in Sri Lanka

ASEAN+3 Cultural Heritage Forum2015

The 26 th Steering Committee meeting (2018)

Bagan (Survey on the protection of cultural heritage abroad in Myanmar, 2011)

Nan Madol (Survey on the protection of cultural heritage abroad in Micronesia, 2010)
Survey on the status of international cooperation fot cultural heritage in Australia
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Network building

Meeting approximately 20 times a year in meetings
of the Steering Committee, the Subcommittee for
Planning, regional subcommittees (Southeast and
South Asia, West Asia, East and Central Asia, Latin
America and Caribbean, Europe, and Africa) and
other bodies, we are building a network of
universities and research institutions, public
institutions (ministries and agencies, and
independent administrative agencies), agencies
that support international cooperation
(private-sector corporations, NGOs, and NPOs), and
private aid foundations.

Researchers and staff responsible from related
agencies attend these meetings and engage in
extensive discussion of the kinds of international
cooperation that Japan should pursue, addressing
issues in individual regions as well as those
spanning regional boundaries, in line with global
trends in protection of cultural heritage.

Discussions in fiscal 2017 included sharing of
information on conditions in each country as well as
discussions on matters such as building platforms
and funding frameworks for sustainable aid with
regard to themes on specific topics such as the
state of damage to cultural heritage following
natural disasters, sharing of information on projects
currently underway in areas such as
human-resources development in contested

regions, and issues related to preservation of
earthen structures.

In addition, a working group was held under the
Subcommittee for Southeast and South Asia to
discuss the situation of Myanmar, where Japan has
taken an active part in cooperation in recent years.
This working group enabled horizontal cooperation
by bringing together related parties from Japan’s
aid activities currently underway for mutual sharing
of information on projects.

Furthermore, to enable even more members to have
an understanding of the content of subcommittee
discussions, beginning in fiscal 2017 the meetings
of all regional subcommittees were opened to all
members.*

In addition to these meetings, we are striving to
implement activities through a Japan-wide
structure based on strengthening cooperation with
various related agencies, including
recommendation of applicants (chosen through
screening by Consortium members) for group
training by the Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for
UNESCO (ACCU), support for various international
cooperation projects in the area of cultural heritage,
briefings on JICA project schemes held jointly with
the Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA), and holding international symposia with the
Japan Foundation.

* Information on subcommittee meetings is provided in email newsletters sent
to Consortium members. While meetings are open to all members in principle,
some may be closed depending on the subjects discussed.
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A briefing on JICA schemes (held October
27,2017)
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The 26th Steering Committee meeting
(held February 8, 2018)
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Subcommittee for
Europe

subcommittee
agenda items in State of recovery of cultural heritage in Nepal / Report on the Bamiyan conference / Condition in Report on the status of international cooperation
fiscal 2017 State of implementation of digital exhibition Mongolia / Preservation of earthen structures in for cultural heritage / The current state of
project for cultural heritage of Myanmar / arid zones: Preservation projects in China’s Japanese architecture from the late 19th century
Preservation methods for cultural heritage in the Jiaohe Ruins, Uzbekistan’s Fayz Tepe, and in France: Midori-no-sato and the Albert Kahn
Philippines: The case study of Jesuit House 1730 elsewhere / Current state of and issues in garden / Issues related to use of cultural heritage
/ Cooperation projects in preservation and preservation and restoration in Mohenjo-daro
restoration of cultural heritage in Asia (the and nearby ruins / Survey of the Ak Beshim ruins
Philippines), etc. in Kyrgyzstan
Subcommittee for Subcommittee for Subcommittee for
West Asia Africa Latin America and Caribbean
Protection of Iran’s cultural heritage / The Hidden cultural heritage: Tourism and faith at the Preservation activities for the World Heritage
University of Tsukuba’s contributions to World Heritage Site of Kilwa Kisiwani in southern Site of the Lines and Geoglyphs of Nasca and
protection of cultural heritage in Syria / The Silk Tanzania / Protection and use of cultural Palpa: A joint project of Yamagata University and
Road Friendship Project, a training project for heritage in Sudan: From results of activities the Ministry of Culture of Peru / Damage to
parties related to cultural heritage in Syria / through 2017 culture heritage resulting from the 2016
Responding to inquiries concerning imported Ecuadorian earthquake: Centered on museums /
cultural heritage Illegal trade in antiquities of Latin America and
the Caribbean / Learning about cultural heritage
through comics: An attempt to develop a
learning tool in a rural Mexican community /
Structures for cooperation by developed
countries regarding cultural heritage in Latin
. America / The impact on cultural heritage of the
Working group Working Group on Mexican earthquake and other natural disasters
Myanmar

meeting in fiscal
2017 and its main
agenda items

The Myanmar Project of the University of Kyoto’s

Advanced Imaging Technology Laboratory /

Myanmar projects of the Tokyo National Research

Institute for Cultural Properties and the Nara

National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

/ The Bagan tourism development project led by
JICA experts / Workshop by DOCOMOMO Japan
on modern architecture in Yangon
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addition, together with surveying the conditions in
these partner countries, we also plan to enable
more effective cooperation by obtaining
information on their assessments of Japan’s
international cooperation projects and the state of
cooperation by other countries providing support,
among other information.

The Consortium engages in two main types of
international surveys. The first is the survey on
cooperation partner country, intended to ascertain
the conditions and needs related to protection of
cultural heritage in cooperation partner countries,
and the second is the survey on international
cooperation structure, a survey of matters such as
the types of cooperation projects deployed
overseas by countries providing aid and the state of

versions of the reports on the results of these
surveys are available on our website.

As of fiscal 2016, cooperation partner country
surveys have been conducted in 11 countries,
mainly in Asia, and international cooperation
structure surveys have been carried out in 9
countries, mainly in Europe. However, these
countries need to be surveyed again to update their
information, since a considerable time has passed
since the last survey and the conditions in each
country are changing.

BEICKELERBNRE—E

TrT7HA P TAREINTUWSERIG DG
LEELEERE

Website page for international cooperation
structure survey reports

List of international cooperation surveys conducted in the past
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cultural heritage in partner countries. It is also
necessary to ascertain accurately matters such as
the needs of partner countries in cooperation. In

e (F) LoEER N, BRAEFICET DL
3%, A—HEVTA2ZERB LT —IR—ZAD
BEEZLDNITTVET, SR EMREEE
BRANAICBEREBIBERIER S RTLORA
K. T—IDSORIAEEXEELES,

o, REVBRVECEBRBAEEICOVLTE
HBENEL, V7V ET—RAITORE
ELTRARET>TWAIED, UL EEEKR
TNIBEES BARY MERRBA =2 —XIZDL
THBHRNEL, 2BEIC 1 AEEREINSGS
BEIFA—LZ2—RIZIBELTVLET,

ERERT —IRX—RI2OVT

ERBEBRT —IR—XE AV =S TLILTHA D
LKEFAR—JIBLTARINTLET,
SRERICHIISHEE
XLEEEFRH DAY —STLEBR
Email consortium@tobunken.go.jp

Tel. 03-3823-4841
Fax. 03-3823-4027

regarding international cooperation in cultural
heritage, collecting information with the
cooperation of experts in each country. Digital

Information collection
and sharing

We collect various types of basic information on
international cooperation in cultural heritage and
provide it to members and other interested parties.

As one of our main initiatives, we operate a
database of basic information on a members-only
page on our website, bringing together information
on project implementation and results regarding
projects supported by related government
ministries and agencies, research and educational
institutions, international cooperation agencies,
foundations, and others. This database makes it
possible to search data collected to date on more
than 2500 projects, by project, researcher,
organization, cooperation partner country, cultural
heritage, and literature.

In developing this basic database, we are striving to
ensure that it will be a database that reflects
consideration for usability by incorporating data on
not only project performance but also subjects
such as experts’ activities and resources that can
be used in international cooperation on cultural
heritage, thus enabling users to ascertain the actual

situation of Japan’s international cooperation
projects on cultural aid from a wide range of
aspects and use the information in efficiently
starting up new projects or cooperating and
sharing information with related parties. Future
aims include development of a system to provide
useful information to experts and investors as well
as further enhancement of data.

In addition to collecting information on members’
international cooperation projects and making it
available to the general public through posts on our
website, we also collect information on events
related to international cooperation in cultural
heritage and news from overseas, which we publish
in an email newsletter for members distributed
roughly once every two weeks.

About the basic information database

The basic information database is available to
members on the Consortium website.

Address inquiries on member registration to:
Japan Consortium for International Cooperation
in Cultural Heritage Secretariat
Email consortium@tobunken.go.jp
Tel. +81-3-3823-4841
Fax. +81-3-3823-4027

TITHA P ETRABAINTWEIRERE
FEOBE (Yv7EE - B5<—JEE)
Summaries of members’ projects published
on the website (map page, individual page)
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Public relations
and dissemination

We hold symposia and research conferences on
international cooperation in cultural heritage, not
only for members but for the general public as well.

Each of our symposia reflects a theme chosen in
consideration of international trends, to
communicate to numerous attendees the

importance of activities to protect cultural heritage.

They include reports from Japanese and
international experts active on the front lines in
each region and field as well as key personnel in
administrative agencies.

In fiscal 2017, we held a symposium entitled
“Sustainable Development of Historical Cities in
South-East Asia” on the theme of utilization of
cultural heritage, the necessity of which has been
recognized strongly in recent years. Focusing on
historic cities in which cultural heritage coexists
with contemporary living, this symposium featured
sharing of information on the state of protection of
cultural heritage in five nations of Southeast Asia
together with reports by experts and practitioners
from each country on the current state of and
issues related to utilization of such heritage. It also

Titles of symposia Fiscal year Title

included discussions with the presenters, as
questions were accepted from those in attendance.

As opportunities to address subjects in even
greater detail than in symposia, seminars provide
the latest information to experts, mainly through
reports on international conferences. Two seminars
were held during fiscal 2017. The first, entitled
“Cultural heritage in paradises under threat:
Centered on the ruins of Nan Madol in Micronesia,”
featured a discussion by invited experts concerning
the current state of the ruins of Nan Madol, which
were added to the World Heritage List in 2016 in
response to a Consortium cooperation partner
country survey, and related issues. The second,
entitled “Global trends in reconstruction of cultural
heritage,” presented various examples of issues
related to reconstruction of cultural heritage
destroyed by war, natural disaster, or other causes
and featured a debate on directions for Japans
cooperation in such areas.

In addition to these, the website features regularly
updated posts on events and columns related to
international cooperation in cultural heritage,
providing information to users on various aspects
of international cooperation in this area.

JrT7YA DAL
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Interview with experts on the website
column

and forum held over

the last five years 2017 Sustainable Development of Historical Cities in South-East Asia

2016 On the 10th Anniversary Symposium of Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage “The Future that Cultural Heritage Leads to”

2015 ASEAN+3 Cultural Heritage Forum 2015 “Potentiality of International Cooperation—Transmission and
Utilization of Cultural Heritage in Southeast Asia”

2014 The Silk Roads as a World Heritage Site: Tracing the origins of Japan’s international cooperation
in cultural heritage

2013 Future of the World Heritage—Preservation of the World Heritage and Japanese International Cooperation
Titles of research Fiscal year Title
conferences held over
the last five years 2017 International trends in reconstruction of cultural heritage

Cultural heritage in paradises under threat: Centered on the ruins of Nan Madol in Micronesia

2016 The global situation and the future of protection of cultural heritage

The Silk Road: Issues since inscription on the World Heritage List and topics faced by Japan

2015 Directions in International Cultural Heritage Protection

Cultural Heritage in Crisis

2014 Directions in International Cultural Heritage Protection

Residents’ Participation in Cultural Heritage Management

2013 Directions in International Cultural Heritage Protection

New Protectors of Cultural Heritage—The Challenge of Diversifying Needs
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