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Mao Zedong 1873-1976 Archaeology,
nationalism and politics

“past ages demonstrate that the unification of China represents
an irresistible current and all splitters tr go counter to it are
bound to fail" ¢

Wrote several philosophical and
political works and recognised the
power of the past-his belief that the
Chinese people should “make the
past serve the present” was used to

interpret the material excavated from
the Han tombs at Mancheng and
other discoveries made during the
Cultural Revolution.

(archaeological) “discoveries made during the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution reveal more facts in the historical process of
mankind creating the world, the working people creating social
wealth. ...Under the rule of the feudal dynasties it was the
imperial family and not the working people , who enjoyed the
material wealth. History written during the feudal dynasties
naturally reversed the truth that it is the masses of the people
who create history.” ew archaeoiogical inds in China, Peking 1974)

But in keeping with the view of one
China he also used the practice and
results of archaeology for nationalist

purposes

X 1. X 2.
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Share of History and Culture Within

the Geographical Markets Y SHELTER?

e,

History and Culture
UK 9.2%
Germany 15.4%
France 16.4%
Italy 12.9%
Netherlands 14.1%
Nordic Countries 15.2%
Austria 15.5%
Belgium 17.4%
Switzerland 11.6%
Other 15.6%

X 7. X 8.
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1. Outreach approach

aims to communicate information
gained from archaeological studies
to the public in the most effective way

1. Outreach approach

Authoritarian! Undemocratic!

2. Multivocal approach .
aims to explore various archaeological 2. Multivocal approach
interpretations made by different

individuals and groups of the public Relativistic! Unscientific!
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