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*The proceedings of this event will be published as a report.
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Excursion (on 14 December, 2015)

We took the experts, we invited on excursions in Nikko and Tokyo. In Nikko, with the
cooperation of the Association for the Preservation of the Nikko World Heritage Site
Shrines and Temples, we made visits to some restoration sites in two Shinto shrines
(Futarasan Shrine and Tosho-gi) and one Buddhist temple (Rinno-ji), which are

World Cultural Heritage sites. We also visited a restoration studio run by the associa-
tion where participants learned how Japanese cultural properties are repaired.

In Tokyo, with the cooperation of the Japanese Association for Conservation of
Architectural Monuments, the participants visited the following two sites, both
designated as important cultural properties, to learn Japanese architectural and
conservation techniques: Yamawaki Gakuen, where relocation of the gate of old
samurai residence was underway; and the Hall of Jiyu Gakuen Myonichikan, where
the quake resistant structure was being applied to the building.

19. RBOKF.20. 1045 - O—RFvF 5 MXERELEZERBARR. 21. 22. BRRAREOKTF.23. 74 —F LRRY—.24.25. BRIV R H—23>,26.27.28.29. BKI VR H—3>
19. Seminar Hall, 20. H.E. Mr. Vira Rojpojchanarat and Prof. Yoshiaki Ishizawa, 21. 22. Commemoration Reception, 23. Forum Poster, 24.25. Excursion in Tokyo, 26.27.28.29. Excursion in Nikko
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General Outline

Title: ASEAN+3 Cultural Heritage Forum 2015

“Potentiality of International Cooperation — Transmission and Utilization of Cultural Heritage in Southeast Asia -”
Organized by: The Agency for Cultural Affairs of Japan, the Japan Foundation Asia Center, and JCIC-Heritage

Date: Sunday, 13 December, 2015 9:30-18:00

Venue: Heiseikan-Auditorium, Tokyo National Museum

Supported by: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA); the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Tokyo; Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties; the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA); the
Sumitomo Foundation; the Mitsubishi Foundation; the Toyota Foundation; the Foundation for Cultural Heritage and Art
Research; the Cultural Heritage Protection Cooperation Office, Asia/Pacific Cultural Center for UNESCO (ACCU Nara);
the National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan; the National Museum of Ethnology, Japan; the International
Council on Monuments and Sites, Japanese National Committee (ICOMOS Japan); Nippon Hoso Kyokai (NHK); the
Asahi Shimbun Company; the Sankei Shimbun Co., Ltd.; the Tokyo Shimbun; Nikkei Inc.; the Mainichi Newspapers Co.,
Ltd.; the Yomiuri Shimbun Co.
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The Agency for Cultural Affairs of Japan + The Japan Foundation Asia Center « Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage
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On 13 December, the Agency for Cultural Affairs of Japan, the Japan Foundation Asia
Center, and Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage (JCIC-Her-
itage) hosted the ASEAN+3 Cultural Heritage Forum 2015 “Potentiality of International
Cooperation — Transmission and Utilization of Cultural Heritage in Southeast Asia—-, ” at the
Heiseikan-Auditorium, Tokyo National Museum. During the Forum, 17 experts from ASEAN
nations, Japan, China, and Korea, including the Minister of Culture of Thailand, took the
platform to discuss the current state of protection of tangible and intangible cultural
heritage in each country and international cooperation, along with related challenges.
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The Forum began with a keynote lecture by Prof. Yoshiaki Ishizawa, the chairperson of
JCIC-Heritage, entitled “Cultural Heritage as a Product of Ethnic Identity — Devising a
Strategy for the Cultural Development of ASEAN+3 — .” In this lecture, Prof. Ishizawa
discussed the new regional cooperation model of ASEAN+3 in the field of cultural heritage
and the importance of networking among experts and respect for ethnic pride. Next, H.E.
Mr. Vira Rojpojchanarat, the Minister of Culture of Thailand, took the platform as another
keynote lecturer. In the lecture entitled “The Conservation of the Sukhothai World Heritage
Site and Cultural Management: A Case Study from Thailand, ” he described his own
experiences of interaction with experts from various countries, chiefly through efforts to
protect the Sukhothai site, and Thailand’s policies on protection of cultural heritage.
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The three sessions that followed featured reports by speakers from 12 nations accompa-
nied by discussions. The first session was on the subject “Diverse Cultural Heritage : Ideas
and Measures for Its Effective Use,” the second “Strengthening and Handing Down the Ties
that Help Transmit Cultural Heritage to the Future,” and the third “Multilateral Cooperation
in Cultural Heritage.”

Session.1
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The first session featured speakers from Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Singapore
who discussed how each of their countries protect and utilize cultural heritage through
policy integrated from a national or state approach, while respecting cultural diversity.
They discussed how not only the institutionalization, but also promoting participation of
the people is equally important in maintaining cultural heritage.
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1.2.3. Opening Remarks ([left-to-right] Mr. Masanori Aoyagi, Commissioner for Cultural Affairs of Japan, Mr. Hiroyasu Ando, President of the Japan Foundation, Prof. Kosaku Maeda, Vice-chairperson of JCIC-Heritage),
4. Keynote Lecture 1 (Prof. Yoshiaki Ishizawa, Chairperson of JCIC-Heritage), 5. Keynote lecture 2 (H.E. Mr. Vira Rojpojchanarat, Minister of Culture of Thailand), 6.7.8.9. Session 1
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Next, in the second session, speakers from Indonesia, Viet Nam, Thailand, Myanmar, and
Cambodia reported on various practical activities for transmission, protection, use, and
education with regard to cultural heritage, along with related international cooperation.
Under the circumstance that various activities coexist, they confirmed that the efficient
liaison with different stakeholders is a key to success.

Session.3
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The third and final session began with discussion by experts from China, Korea, and
Japan on the actual states of their countries’ international cooperation in protection of
cultural heritage in Southeast Asia and the challenges each country faces. In the latter
half of the session, speakers from Cambodia, the Philippines, and Singapore joined the
discussion as commentators, exchanging opinions on the possibilities for multilateral
cooperation in the ASEAN+3 region and together reaffirming the importance of network-
ing among experts from each country.
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After all the sessions, Prof. Ishizawa noted in his concluding remarks the following four
common challenges related to cultural heritage conservation in ASEAN+3 nations for the
future:

« It requires many and various human resources to transmit the cultural heritage. Human
resource development is our urgent task and our ultimate goal.

+ Conservation of tangible cultural heritage and safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage
correlate to each other,and these practices lead to the affirmation and strengthening of
identities in each country.

«Itis important to respect the traditional restoration knowledge which has been accumu-
lated in each country, but at the same time, the respect for global concepts such as “Venice
Charter” and “Nara Document” is equally important.

- It is necessary to make collaborative efforts in preparing for the risks posed by disasters to
the cultural heritage.

Moreover, Prof. Ishizawa emphasized that international cooperation involves the building of
relations of trust among individuals and concluded that it is both important and beneficial for
countries to learn from each others’ knowledge and experience while enhancing their
partnerships in both international cooperation and various domestic initiatives. Prof. Yasuyoshi
Okada, the vice-chairperson of JCIC-Heritage, expressed in his closing remarks that we hope
the framework of international cooperation will be expanded by strengthening the partnership
with the experts we invited for this forum.
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