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I was asked to speak about the perspective of UNESCO on
this topic of cultural heritage and the SDGs, and I thought
that it might be useful as a start to begin by unpacking the
terminology (Fig.1, 2) . Words like culture, sustainable
development, heritage have many different meanings and
interpretations, so I would like to at least explain basically

what UNESCO has tried to do with these terms.

Culture, of course in the broader anthropological sense, it has
many definitions. We know that there is a Japanese way of
entering into a room and relating to people. There is an Italian
way of walking in the street. And this is the anthropological
definition of culture, which is very broad. But what UNESCO
looked at is maybe a narrower definition of culture, the so-
called culture sector. It focused on those activities, those
practices, those beliefs that have a special status in our society,
that are symbolic of our identities, that really speak about who
we are in history and in the world. So typically these are the
monuments, the museums, the arts, the crafts, dance, music,
what is generally referred to as culture. In the culture page of
the newspaper, this is what you find. So the culture sector, not

culture in the broader dimension.

And if you look at culture from this point of view, so the
symbol of our identity, who we are, then it becomes less
important, the distinction between monument size and arts,
and creativity. They all talk about us, and in a sense they are
all related to cultural heritage, either of the past or the one
which is in the making and will become the heritage of the

future.

So I argue here that by applying the UNESCO broader
definition of culture and discussing how it relates to SDGs, in

fact we are talking about cultural heritage.

And I am also arguing that natural heritage could be
understood as a part of our cultures in so far as we perceive it
as a symbol of our identity. I don't have to explain to Japanese
people that places like Mount Fuji or the forests or the seas,
the rivers have a strong spiritual and symbolic dimension that
are deeply rooted in the essence of being Japanese, and the

same applies to many other cultures.

So this was just a brief clarification at the beginning. Of

course, I could talk for hours about what cultural heritage



could mean and also what sustainable development could
mean. These are terms charged with ambiguities, and some
have even suggested that sustainable development is a
contradiction in terms, that it's an oxymoron, but I don't want
to go there now. I just assume that we more or less have
a stable idea of what we mean by cultural heritage and by

sustainable development.

And I will now try to explain the different ways in which
we could relate cultural heritage to the notion of sustainable
development, and my suggestion is that there could be four

main ways to do this (Fig. 3) .

One argument is that cultural heritage has an intrinsic
value for societies and for individuals and that therefore
we should not really try hard to justify how we relate to
sustainable development because we are quite confident of
our contribution to societies, to the well-being of people. It is
something that has to do with, again, our place in the world,
in history, our sense of belonging, our identity, and this is all
that there is to say about cultural heritage, and there is no real
sustainable development without cultural heritage. So those
who put forward this first approach really don't think that
it is necessary to change anything in the way conservators
or architects or museum curators have worked in the past
decades. For them, as long as we do our work properly, that's

our contribution to sustainable development.

So heritage is an end in itself, and there will be a place in the

SDGs where we fit, perhaps Target 11.4 and that's it.

But there has been over the past years a process of awareness-
building and of reflection, and many people have realized
that this justification, as strong as it may be, was not enough
to assert our role in societies and gain legitimacy, so many
people have also understood that cultural heritage is much
smaller than sustainable development and that we needed to
find our place in the world in a larger context and justify our
existence as a sector in terms of how we contribute to many
other dimensions of sustainable development across the three
traditional pillars: the economic, the environmental, the social

ones.

And so this is the second way of relating cultural heritage to

sustainable development, which I call the culture or heritage

as a driver of sustainable development. A driver means that
the culture sector in itself can be an instrument to achieving
sustainable development goals in different dimensions. For
example, you could count all of the jobs created in the heritage
conservation field, and this will contribute to an SDG related
to economic development and livelihoods. You could calculate
the amount of emissions that you have been able to reduce and
energy that you have saved by restoring an existing building
instead of constructing a new one, and you sort of make a
calculation of all these net contributions of our sector towards

the broader definition of sustainable development.

This of course is an important exercise that needs to be made
because we want to also show that we have something positive
to contribute to sustainable development as understood
outside our field, but it is not a very strong argument in itself,
by itself, because of course you could argue that, yes, you
have created some jobs in the heritage conservation field by
restoring this building, but if you had demolished it and built
instead a five-star hotel maybe you could have created more

jobs.

And so it's a dangerous path because you have to basically
compare yourself to many other options to achieve objectives

that are outside of your field.

And this is what brings me to the third way of relating cultural
heritage to sustainable development, which is culture and
heritage as an enabler of sustainable development. The main
argument here is that culture has a special added value, that
ultimately the aim of sustainable development is determined
by a humanistic vision and that without culture there can be
no definition of what is good for us and for people in their

own local context and environment.

And so by using culture through planning and implementing
development, we make it more sustainable, we make it better,
we produce a better sustainable development. So examples of
this range from, for example, imagine you are a humanitarian
organization in Lebanon and you have to build a refugee camp
for Syrian people that are escaping from their country because
of the war. If you build this refugee camp according to
international standards that do not take into account the social
structure, the religious traditions, the use of public space, the

gender sensitivities, you will certainly end up with a refugee



camp that is not working very well.

If you, on the other hand, factor all of these cultural
considerations in the planning of your refugee camp, you will
be able to provide a contribution to the well-being of these
people thanks to a culturally-aware approach. And this is not
something that UNESCO has invented. In fact, UNESCO
does not have the exclusive prerogative on a culturally-
sensitive development. Many agencies and many governments

are doing this and have been doing this for many decades.

UNESCO, as I said, was focusing on the culture sector,
and you can do this, of course you can leverage, you can
draw on the soft power of culture and heritage, also using
our traditional area of work, monuments and buildings
and museums. For example, UNESCO in Iraq has been
implementing over the past couple of years a program which
is called reviving the spirit of Mosul in the city of Mosul,
which, as you know, has been devastated by the war, and what
UNESCO is doing there is to use heritage as an instrument
for peacebuilding and social cohesion. Different communities
from different ethnic groups are brought together to cooperate
in rehabilitating heritage belonging to different traditions, a
mosque, a church, a synagogue, a temple, and so on and so

forth.

And so what's the difference from the previous way, the
heritage as a driver? It's not just about the jobs that are being
provided or the revenues or the restoration of a monument,
it's that this approach to peacebuilding is more effective,
it goes deeper, it is ultimately more sustainable than other
peacebuilding initiatives that are implemented outside of the
cultural spheres. And what better than monuments and sites
with their highly-charged symbolic power to leverage the
power of culture to bring about more sustainable development.
So this is the enabling capacity of culture and heritage to

foster sustainable development.

And then there is a fourth and last way of relating cultural
heritage to sustainable development. This is perhaps the
most humble. We, as a sector of activity, have to accept that
sustainable development is much broader than what we do.
We may even recognize that sometimes our objectives conflict
with the sustainable development objectives, and we just have

to act in a socially-responsible way and integrate sustainable

development concerns in what we do.

So we have a job, we have to preserve a monument, and
until yesterday we were not thinking about environmental
protection, about gender equality, about human rights, about
local inclusive economic development, and from today we
have to take on board these considerations that maybe were
not in our core mission but which have become unavoidable
because we live in a society, we are part of a community in
the same way as an oil company wants to go sustainable,
then the heritage sector also has to take on board sustainable

development.

So this last dimension basically is a more passive dimension,
it means we change the way we work because we want to
comply. The important thing that I want to stress here is that
all these four ways may coexist in the same activity, in the
same project. They are not mutually exclusive. However,
I also would like to underline that some of these are not
automatic. It's not because you conserve and manage a
cultural heritage asset that you inevitably contribute to gender
equality, human rights, environmental protection. No, you
have to deliberately pursue these objectives by applying an
appropriate methodology, and this is really the crux of the

matter.

So UNESCO has been dealing with this issue for now more
than three decades (Fig. 4) . The attempt was to integrate
culture first in development in the late '70s and the early
'80s, then in sustainable development after 1987. There have
been many attempts, conferences, advocacy. The Millennium
Development Goals were somewhat disappointing in 2000
because there was no clear entry point for culture, and

UNESCO was a bit annoyed.

The Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development marked a
breakthrough because finally there was some clear references
to culture, and in that same year there many other policy
documents, which similarly took on board culture. Here in
Japan, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
2015-2030, which has culture appearing in several places, and
heritage, but also the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, and
Urban Agenda that I believe my colleague Junko Okahashi

will also mention in her presentation later on.



Now this progress was made possible also thanks to advocacy
by UNESCO and also by UNESCO doing its homework, if
I may say so, trying to explore its cultural conventions, its
programs, and see what could be done differently to take on

board sustainable development in its definitions.

And ultimately, this led to two publications that I will briefly
illustrate. They are here. They will be also in the slides, and
they are available on the web in pdf in different languages.
But before going there, I'd like to spend a few moments to
talk about a particular attempt to mainstream sustainable
development in one of the conventions of UNESCO, in which
I was directly involved, and I’m referring to the 1972 World

Heritage Convention.

In 2012, I think we were here in Japan, in Nara, it was the
40th anniversary of the Convention. The theme of this major
conference here in Japan was World Heritage and Sustainable
Development, and yet, no one knew exactly what this meant
and how this could be operationalized. So we started a long
process of consultation, research, and development that led
in 2015 to the adoption of a policy on the integration of a
sustainable development perspective in the World Heritage
Convention, and also this is available in six languages from

the website of UNESCO (Fig. 5) .

In my humble view — modesty apart because I was involved
in the production of this policy — this represents a major
breakthrough, a shift in the approach of the convention
because after 40 years, instead of focusing only on the
Outstanding Universal Value of world heritage properties
and how to protect this somewhat ambiguous entity, we
were opening up to the world and taking on board many
other considerations outside of our core mission. That is how
we basically live in the larger context, what do we have to

contribute and why do we justify ourselves.

So at that time, when we started working on this policy, the
SDGs had not been defined yet. This is work which was done
is 2012, 2013, 2014, and we were adopting this paradigm,
this framework, as the reference for a definition of sustainable
development. It's the diagram which appears in the report
published by the UN called the "Future We Want For All (Fig.
6) "

As you can see — or maybe you cannot see — but you find the
traditional three pillars, environmental, economic, and social,
and then a fourth pillar was added called peace and security,
and at the center there are three overarching principles. So we
based our policy on this approach, and what we did basically
was to take heritage conservation and management, you see
at the top, and get it through a sustainable development filter,
where we were somewhat forced to take on board, take in
consideration, lateral issues, environmental sustainability,
inclusive social development, inclusive economic

development, and peace and security (Fig. 7) .

After this filtering, what comes out at the bottom is a different
kind of heritage conservation and management, one which is
sustainable development sensitive, sustainable development
compatible. The main argument was that in this way, not
only do we contribute to the well-being of the world at large,
the societies, but ultimately we made even heritage more
sustainable and we contribute to protecting heritage in the
long term because if we had not taken all these issues into
consideration, at some point, this conflict of interest would
have made our sites, our museums, our archaeological
landscapes unsustainable and impossible to protect. And I'll

come back to this point.

So very briefly, the structure of this policy, there are some
general provisions, some preambles here that explain the
context in which this policy is to be read, and then for each
of those four areas, four pillars, there are provisions (Fig.
8) . Here I only included the titles of these provisions for the
sake of time. We don't have sufficient time to go into that, but
basically under each of these titles there are a number of more
detailed prescriptions that states are supposed to implement in
the protection and management of their world heritage sites,
and we make clear at the beginning that these ideas are not

just valid for world heritage but for heritage as a whole.

So the environmental sustainability for example, protecting
biological and cultural diversity and ecosystem services and
benefits, for the first time, what we are telling member states
is that this provision is not only related to natural heritage
sites (Fig. 9) . This is not just about protecting a forest. This
applies also when you have to protect the Taj Mahal. There
will be ways in which you can reduce energy consumption, the

ways in which you can protect the biodiversity, manage waste,



and so on and so forth, which, as small as your contribution
could be, nevertheless add to the general effort by the

international community to achieve sustainable development.

Inclusive of social development, here again you see five main
areas of work (Fig. 10) . I would like to focus a moment
on the human rights (Fig. 11) . Again, for the first time a
human rights approach was mainstreamed in world heritage.
I'm expanding on this just to give you an idea of what is in the
policy. So this is what appears under that title (Fig. 12) .
States Parties to the World Heritage Convention, including
Japan, are expected to do those things, for example, ensure
that the full cycle of world heritage processes from nomination
to management is compatible with and supportive of human
rights. So when you do a Tentative List or when you prepare
a nomination, when you develop your management plans,
et cetera. And it goes even further in detail in the following
provisions. I'm not going to read this out because it would
be too long, but it's just to explain what this policy does to
world heritage, inclusive economic development is also there
(Fig. 13) . And finally peace and security (Fig. 14) . This
also is in a sense an innovation because many countries have
been using world heritage to serve their national agendas,
sometimes political agendas. Sites have been nominated
to sort of affirm some territorial claims, for example, or to
highlight a cultural history as opposed to another one, and
what this policy says is that this is not the way world heritage
should be used.

What we have argued, and now is in a policy that has been
adopted by all the States Parties to the Convention, is that the
purpose of world heritage is to bring people closer together,
not to divide them. And under each of these titles, there are
specific provisions which, if you read them and then compare
it with what happened in the past 40 years, you will see how

revolutionary this could be.

Ultimately, what we wanted to do is to transform world
heritage sites into global leaders for sustainable development
(Fig. 15) . Because we are convinced that culture is an
enabler of sustainable development, then what better than
world heritage sites, the places on the planet which have been
selected for their outstanding universal cultural value, to test
an approach that will contribute to sustainable development

across all its dimensions?

So as you see, this policy sort of refers to all of those four
ways of relating. We are proud of the intrinsic contribution
that we make to sustainable development, but we also try to
seize all the opportunities to contribute to other dimensions
of sustainable development. We do this because we are
convinced of the added value of heritage, and of course, we
also accept that some things we simply have to do because
it's the right thing to do regardless of whether they support

outstanding universal value or not.

Okay, this was what was done prior to 2015. Then the SDGs
were adopted and we had to decide how we related to those
SDGs. So UNESCO did a major effort and produced this
publication in 2018, and again, it's available on the web (Fig,
16) . It is based on now what is the familiar structure of the
SDGs, the 17 goals and the 5 Ps (Fig. 17) . I assume most

of you here are familiar with this.

And the exercise was to reveal all the connections (Fig.
18) . So we started with the five Ps: people, planet,
prosperity, peace, and partnership, and we identified all the
entry point for culture. Then, there is a table which is two
pages wide so I couldn't capture it into a single slide because
it would have been too small, but in a nutshell, these are the
main programs of the culture sector of UNESCO basically
referring to the cultural conventions, and for each of those, the
relevant SDGs were identified (Fig. 19, 20) . You see some
of them here and this is the second page. So 11.4 of course
cuts across many of the conventions but many others are also

relevant.

Another interesting analysis is the narrative of how the
UNESCO conventions contribute to each of the targets (Fig.
21,22) .

So if you read those, some of these will refer to culture in
an explicit way, 11.4 of course, but also maybe 4.7 which
says that in order to ensure an inclusive and equitable quality
education, et cetera, we have to promote appreciation of
cultural diversity and of cultural contributions to sustainable
development, so this is a clear entry point for us, but there are
others where it is more indirect. For example, end hunger and
achieve food security. This of course resonates for people in
charge of agricultural landscapes that have a heritage value,

and so on and so forth.
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Another thing which this publication does is to show a number
of examples, convention by convention, of specific activities
and projects that contribute to those targets that relate to
individual SDGs, so again, we won't be able to read them,
but these are just examples for World Heritage, for 1970,
illicit trafficking of cultural property, for the 1954 convention,
protection of cultural property in armed conflict, for intangible

cultural heritage (Fig. 23-26) .

Now, the problem with this is that all of this is very anecdotal.
These were just examples picked here and there that were
put together to provide arguments for the contribution of
culture and heritage to the SDGs. What lacked at this stage
was a clear framework, a common methodology that enabled
the comparison of these activities and also the monitoring of

progress (Fig. 27) .

So in order to address this gap, UNESCO worked on another
publication, the second one which I'm going to introduce, this
one called Culture 2030 Indicators (Fig, 28) — again, it's
here if you want to have a look at it — which precisely wanted
to bridge this gap and develop a clear, unified, accepted
framework for all countries to define exactly what was it
that expressed their contribution of culture to sustainable
development. We wanted to make this contribution visible
(Fig, 29) . We wanted to provide evidence that would inform
policy in action because if a government knows what exactly
they have to measure, then they're in a better position when
they have to plan for the next year work plan or budget. We
wanted to provide a knowledge base for action and monitor
progress. After many consultations, workshops, and research,

this approach was developed.

Four thematic dimensions were identified: environment and
resilience, prosperity and livelihoods, knowledge and skills,
inclusion and participation (Fig. 30) . This is yet another
way of unpacking and repackaging the idea of sustainable
development, but it was done having culture in mind because
these are the four thematic areas where culture has a specific

contribution to make.

And for each of these thematic areas, some indicators were
identified. Overall, there are 22 of them, five under the first
one, seven under the second one, and so and so forth. And

I'd like to, well, first of all explain that these indicators were
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done in consultation with the UNESCO Statistic Institute
in Montreal. Some of them referred to statistical data, like
percentage as ratios. Others expressed a number which
measured year after year accounts for a trend (Fig. 31) .
Others are simply checklists that people have to tick to see

basically how they are doing in achieving certain objectives.

At the beginning of each thematic area in the book, there
is a page like this that provides the rationale, why culture
is relevant for environment and resilience (Fig. 32) . For
example, one of the aspects expressed under this theme is
the climate and disaster resilience, and we argue that the
natural, historically-derived, and local building practices and
intangible cultural heritage can help mitigating the risks of
climate-related disasters, support resilience, and enhance the

adaptation capacities of community.

And then, in the following pages, we selected some indicators
(Fig. 33) . This for example is the indicator number one:
total expenditure per capital spent on the preservation,
protection, and conservation of cultural and natural heritage

by type of heritage (Fig. 34) .

Another indicator for sustainable management of heritage, we
argue that if we are able to measure how countries sustainably
manage their heritage, then this provides evidence of heritage
contribution to sustainable development. This is a checklist
(Fig. 35) ; it's not a number. It applies to both national and
city levels, and I would like just to emphasize how within
these checklists you have questions like, Do you have an
explicit guidance in the management plans of your site that
include a gender contribution to and participation in the entire
process? So if you have to answer this question and you have
not given consideration to gender equality in decision-making
and participation, obviously this is an alarm bell for you to do
so in the next cycle of management and planning, similarly

human rights and so on.

Other indicators under this thematic area include the climate
and adaptation and resilience, cultural facilities, so the
distribution of cultural facilities through spatial mapping, open
spaces for culture (Fig. 36) . Prosperity and livelihood has
seven of them: culture in GDP, cultural employment, and so
on and so forth (Fig. 37, 38) . Again, I’'m not going to read

them because if you want, you can look at them on the web.



But basically, altogether they express the data that would be
needed to measure the contribution of culture to the individual

SDGs. Inclusion and participation (Fig. 39) .

Now, these indicators are not perfect yet. They have just been
published. This is one month old. In the last pages of this book
there are a number of recommendations for countries to help
them applying this approach, to encourage them to collect
this data, and then they will feed back in a loop and help us
defining guidance tools and training programs and so on and
so forth, but I think they provide a good basis for us to answer
one of the questions of this seminar, which was implications
in operational terms, because if you take this and you look
at them the other way around, then they become policy
guidelines. This is what you have to do. You have to enhance
access to culture. You have to promote artistic freedom. You
have to make sure that all processes of decision-making are

fully participatory and so on and so forth.

In conclusion, I'd like to mention another important
discussion, which is related to the notion of well-being (Fig.
40, 41) . There is a strand of research which considers that
the 17 SDGs are too complicated, too difficult to grasp and
to use as a planning tool, and have decided to focus on this
other notion of well-being, which is somewhat more related to
individual and subjective perceptions to the real-life experience
of people and therefore is considered as easier to deal with,
more conducive to finding the entry point for something like

cultural heritage.

A number of countries in the past years have decided to make
well-being an explicit policy goal, from the UK to New
Zealand, Australia, and others, and some have even started
budgeting with a well-being approach in mind. OECD, of
which Japan and Italy are members, have developed a very
strong well-being framework, and so here the scope of the
exercise would be to see exactly how heritage fits into this

notion and how we can justify ourselves.

So I hope I have been able to give you an overview of the
UNESCO approach to this complicated issue. I had a few
more considerations but my time is over and I hope there
will be an opportunity in the question and answer part of the

seminar. Thank you so much.
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Giovanni Boccardi
Tokyo, 31/01/2020

* Long history of policy development

+ Culture in the 2030 Agenda, Sendai

+ Key developments post-2015.Integration of

+ Two important publications in 2018 and 2019

The approach by UNESCO

Framework and Paris Agreement

SD in cultural Conventions

Fig. 1 Fig. 4

Culture, heritage and the SDGs:
clarifying the terminology

* Culture as a sector, not in the broader
anthropological sense

+ All aspects of “culture” may be understood as
“heritage”, both past and in the making...

» Even natural heritage may be seen as part of
our culture, insofar as we perceive it as
symbolic of our identity

Fig. 2

Policy on the integration of a
SD perspective in the WH Convention

Four ways to relate heritage and SD

The “Future We Want”

* Intrinsic value (end in itself...)

—

_ i Enablers;

* Driver of SD (means to SDGs)
+ Enabler of SD (added value: a better SD)

+ Mainstreaming SD in heritage work (social
responsibility of the heritage sector)

Muman rights
Equality
Sustainability

&

S —

Fig. 3 Fig. 6

13




A Sustainable Development Filter

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

22

DIMENSIONS OF SD

Environmental sustainability
Inclusive Social Development

1111

Inclusive Economic
Development
Peace and Security

SD-SENSITIVE (AND ULTIMATELY MORE EFFECTIVE)
CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

Inclusive social development
- Contributing to inclusion and equity;
- Enhancing quality of life and well-being;

- Respecting, protecting and promoting
human rights;

- Respecting, consulting and involving
indigenous peoples and local communities;

- Achieving gender equality.

Fig. 7

Fig.

General provisions
- Three overarching principles:

=  Human rights
= Equity
= Sustainability through a long-term perspective

- Link biological diversity and local cultures;

- All SD dimensions equally important and interdependent;
- Not all SD dimensions will equally apply to all WH sites;
- Need for capacity building to enable implementation;

- Relevant to all heritage, not just WH.

Inclusive social development

- Contributing to inclusion and equity;

- Enhancing quality of life and well-being;

Respecting, protecting and promoting
human rights;

- Respecting, consulting and involving
indigenous peoples and local communities;

Achieving gender equality.

Fig. 8

Fig 11

Environmental sustainability

- Protecting biological and cultural
diversity and ecosystem services and
benefits;

- Strengthening resilience to natural
hazards and climate change.

Respecting, protecting and
promoting human rights

i. Ensure that the full cycle of World Heritage processes from
nomination to management is compatible with and supportive of
human rights;

ii. Adopt a rights-based approach, which promotes World Heritage
properties as exemplary places for the application of the highest
standards for the respect and realization of human rights;

iii. Develop, through equitable participation of concerned people,
relevant standards and safeguards, guidance tools and
operational mechanisms for nent, nomination
management, evaluation and reporting processes compatible with
an effective rights-based approach for both existing and potential
new properties;

iv. Promote technical cooperation and capacity-building to ensure
effective rights-based approaches.

Fig. 9
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Inclusive economic development

- Ensuring growth, employment, income and
livelihoods;

- Promoting economic investment and quality
tourism;

- Strengthening capacity-building, innovation
and local entrepreneurship.

Fig. 13

CULTURE FOR
THE 2030 AGENDA

o,

Fig. 16

Peace and security

Ensuring conflict prevention

Protecting heritage during conflict

Promoting conflict resolution

Contributing to post-conflict recovery

Culture and the SDGs

@NETGOALS

Fig 14

Fig 17

WH sites as global leaders for
sustainable development

Fig. 15

15

Culture and the 5 Ps

« Wdantity and knawledge: culbural 355415 30 protectsd
and sateguarded

* Wnchusion and participation: access 1o culural life and diverse
cultural exprossions is supported

» Artistic freadom, creativity and innovation arg nurtured

* Hatural haritage and biodiversity are protected

* Positive relationships betwoen cuttural and nabural
enironments are strosgthencd

* Rosilionce, including cultursl rasilionca, is anhancod

PROSPERITY
. L Y
= Openness and balance in tho trads of cultural goods and
sarvices Is achioved

PEACE

. G ard social cohes P
+ Sanse of entity and belonging i enhanced
+ Rastitution of cultiral goods and rapprochemant 3 promotod

. of culture is transparent,

* Safeguardng tangible and intangible heritage

= Global trade of cultural goods and metality of creative producers

= Global indquities in the saleguarding and promotion of culture
e reduced

and indormad

Fig. 18
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Key Objectives
INTANGIBLE i DO LA CUTURAL DreTRSrTY AND
CULTURAL HERITAGE = :
T 3303 Commvmien b the fabegaring o
* Make culture’s contribution visible
* Provide evidence-based results to inform
policy and action
* Provide a knowledge base for action
* Monitor progress
Fig. 29
IM THEMATIC INDICATORS FOR CULTURE IN THE 2030 AGENDA
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Examples of indicators
Data types and sources Environment & Resilience - 2
Sustainable Management of Heritage
[ r— 7 i P N
gt Checklist for the sustainable management f rk to d and g
o ; - cultural and natural heritage, practices, knowledge, and movable historical artefacts.
+ Statistical (ratios/%) e
. B Cheaklisn far
+ Trends Check-list type o et o v
+ Check lists of data et e
. Data from B R ——
* = ey iy hve 8 regiuter of shenbudings of
Conventions e
periodic frodipdhacbisitog-trop suloff
% i imiarmarced i ancsons
@ @ reportlng Evidenn ol ol il it - 0 Carwe.
: 1 Compling an ntial bt of potestel sies
@ + Both national P D pareide
and urban level ot
‘resrvaetion i htorc ibes svert
tutence of masdutory
[ ——
AT
Fig. 31 Fig. 34
+ Safeguarding the world's cuftural and itage is a spech in self (Target 11.4_Cubtural
& natural heritage). Table 2{A). Checklist for of Heritage & URBAN
* Thaintegration of inangicla cutural herage and rudmcﬂal knawledge inta policies and stategios _—,m-m-
o a |hroi9| : , resilient agri ‘g“m ONVENTION R YES/ND
v covmrvation of tatural eoarces (Target 2.4 mwﬂml Marsgomant planis) for cultural and natural
heritage and ICH, at the sub-national, naticnal or
* Asan rnpuruﬂldlmznslun of World Heritage, the conservation of natural heritage, including notably international level elaborated or updated in the last
water and terrestrial directly b 5 years (datels) of publication and evidence)
smmahlny InmnguhleCulmral Heritage diti k also significant f
by local 1iaa and in sak g plans and Isms for natural Managernent planis) for registered heritage sites 1972 Canw. f
~— heringe conservation (Target 6.6_Water relsted ecosystems, ‘brﬂn 14.5_Marine sress consarvation, e et s i S T i indaber
w Target 15.1_Sustainable terrestrial scosysterns, Target 13.1_Climate & disaster resience). Pkicaton ad everce) e
* Natural, hi hy derived and local buildi and intangible cultural heri help. 3 ‘Bﬂ(ll guﬂl‘«m the mlmqm‘n: plln(!! T 1972 Conw. |
E mitigat -ngihensksa{cl-ﬂme related disaster, support resilience and enhance the adapeat»on capacities 10 nclicie a gender contribution to and Indicators 28 and 29
TT] of communities [Target 13.1_Climate & disaster resience). in the entire
and sex ratia of committees and consuftation
I * Cuhural tourism and eco-tourism are central to sustainshle tourism and play a primary role in protect- mastings)
ing the enviranment. Policies and measures on i o b i into national, g iR
o brationsl and local devel, plans, . and strategies (Target 12.b_Sustainable = ”‘mmmd’m‘”‘mn;m"‘*"zm' """" ¥7scom /
towism management). soco-cultural and environmental impacts
* In arder 1o improve sustainable management of heritage, cultural policies and strategies must reduce = Evidence that the benefits of tourism are shared 1972 Cony.
licit trafficking and encourage the recovery of stolen assets (Target 16.4_recovery of stolen assets). with local comenuniios (o.g. numbars of jobs Indicator 23
‘creatnd, horitage incoma for local busiresses,
* Cuhtural facilities form part of quakty, reliable, ible and resliant infr for cities. Historic WW“’ local council from heritage)
buildings, spaces and urban areas as well as care{uland oompa:uhle new designs rested in local mate- S =
rials and contexts enhance the urb ity. Cultural Facilities integrated 2 E‘"““'m‘ the mimmm o Cu:\;m;n::mi“
inte territorial planning enh he o y of publ d etizen well-beirg (Goal 11 several 57“"‘9’"“""1”"9'@ the Ethical Indicators 13 - 14
Targets). $|m|lu§; public green spaces available to cultural mmm stimulate social cobesion and func: principles, the practice, transmission and
tion as meeting points, thus buting to a quality (Target 11.7_Inclusive public spaces). 'imm_u{_iguq_gibhmlwml_hm_iw
Fig 32 Fig. 35
Examples of indicators Other indicators

Environment & Resilience -1

Global SDG 11.4 Indicator: “Total expenditure (public and private) per capita spent
on the preservation, protection and conservation of all cultural and natural heritage,
by type of heritage (cultural, natural, mixed, World Heritage Centre designation),
level of government (national, regional, and local/municipal), type of expenditure
(operating expenditure/investment) and type of private funding (donations in kind,
private non-profit sector, sponsorship).” (methodology provided by UIS).

+ Trend type of data

+ To be disaggregated. Data from UIS and Govts.

Challenges in collecting data (unclear definitions,
double counting etc.)

Environment and Resilience

3 - Climate and Adaptation & Resilience

Check-list for climate adaptation framework, particularly including
traditional practices for resilience

4 - Cultural facilities

Distribution of cultural facilities through spatial mapping

5 - Open space for Culture

Number and size of open spaces used for cultural purposes by type of use

Fig 33

Fig. 36
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Prosperity and Liveliiood Cultural Heritage and Well-being, an

ongoing reflection
6 - Culture in GDP

Percentage of GDP attributable to private and formal cultural production
7 - Cultural employment

N. Of people employed in the cultural and creative sectors and cultural * How is wellbeing related to SD?
gccgatliton aISB% of overall employment + What is the contribution of heritage to
- Cultural Business P
% of all business wellbeing? p - ]
9 - Household expenditure + What are the implications for the heritage
% of household expenditure devoted to cultural activities, goods ad sector?

services

10 - Trade in cultural goods and services

% of exports of cultural goods and services

11- Public finance for Culture

% of public expenditure on cultural and creative activities
12- Governance of Culture

Check-list

Fig. 37 Fig. 40

Knowledge and Skills

13 - Education for sustainable development .
Currently being developed CO“C' usions
14 - Cultural knowledge

Check-listfocused on cultural education and capacity building

15 = Multilingual education

% of instructional hours dedicated to multilingualism vs total instructional
hours on languages

16 — Cultural and Artistic Education

% of instructional hours dedicated to cultural and artistic education in the
first two years of secondary school.

17 = Cultural Training

% of post-secondary students enrolled or graduated in the field of culture
in given year

Fig. 38 Fig 41

Inclusion and Participation

18 - Culture for Social Cohesion

- % of people not objecting to neighbor from other culture

- % of people reporting that other people can be trusted

- Degree of positive assessment of gender equality

19 - Artistic freedom

Check-liston support fr artistic freedom and to identify the status of the
artist

20 - Access to Culture

Availability of cultural infrastructure in relation to the distribution of the
population

21 = Cultural Participation

Trends in the number of visits to selected cultural sites/events

% of population having participated at least once in cultural activity over
past 12 months

% of households reporting practicing cultural activities at home in past 12
months

22 - Participatory processes

Check-list for breadth of participation of all stakeholders in developing and
implementing cultural policies, programmes and activities

Fig. 39
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ICOMOS’ Advocacy for the SDGs

OKAHASHI Junko

Associate Professor,
University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo
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Good afternoon, your Excellency, all in the room. Allow me to
join Mr. Boccardi to talk in English; otherwise, he will be the
only one. I will start now by introducing ICOMOS (Fig. 1) .

Who in the room needs an explanation on ICOMOS? Probably
I will touch upon it briefly.

ICOMOS stands for International Council on Monuments
and Sites. It's a global non-governmental organization which
brings together conservation specialists from around the world
and serves as a forum for professional dialogue and exchange
(Fig. 2) . It works specifically for the conservation and

protection of cultural heritage places.

In recent years, the scope of its work has broadened in a larger

sense, and today I am going to talk about it.

ICOMOS also puts the expertise of qualified professionals
and specialists at the service of the international community.
Here are some figures that show the scale of the network
of ICOMOS. Basically, ICOMOS's work depends on its
network. The budget is very small, so most of the work of the

individual members is voluntary.

Today I am here on behalf of the ICOMOS Working Group on
Sustainable Development, which we more frequently call the

SDGs Working Group (Fig. 3) .

Membership in this working group has increased in the past
year. Last year, a year ago, there were only 60 members,
and within one year it has doubled. The chair of the working
group is Mr. Peter Phillips from ICOMOS Australia, and the
focal point for this group is Ms. Ege Yildirim from ICOMOS
Turkey. Among the 119 members, 22 of them are ICOMOS
officers or staff; 60 of them are individual experts, like myself;
36 of them are committee representatives, which means
eight of them are representatives of ICOMOS's international
scientific committees and 28 of them are representing national
committees, such as ICOMOS Nepal, ICOMOS India, and so

on.

There are task teams and interim coordinators, and the method
of information-sharing depends largely on an active mailing
list, as well as meeting whenever there is an opportunity

such as the World Heritage Committee or ICOMOS General
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Assembly.

Coordination and mainstreaming from the sustainable
development perspective are to be taken into account among
all ICOMOS organs, including the national committees and

the international scientific committees.

Through collaborations with other ICOMOS working groups,
the SDGs Working Group attempts to integrate the climate
change agenda, sustainability, and human rights, all these
concerns into ethical principles and bylaws by localizing their

work.

Other ICOMOS working groups related to the SDGs are,
namely, the Climate Change and Heritage Working Group,
and there is also another Working Group for Emerging
Professionals to train the future generation of professionals to

sustain this network (Fig. 4) .

And there are also recent approaches taken within ICOMOS
related to SDGs, such as the rights-based approach, which
is very prominent in the UN agenda. And also culture-
nature journey. Mr. Boccardi has touched upon the linkage
of natural heritage and cultural heritage, and this has become
a very big trend in the dialogue of heritage issues on the
international scene, and this culture-nature journey is done in
close collaboration with IUCN, the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature, our counterpart advisory body to the

World Heritage Committee.

Here, please allow me to acknowledge my friend and
colleague, Ms. Ege Yildirim, who is the ICOMOS focal
point for the SDGs. She is the face of ICOMOS in all the
SDG-related advocacy action in various scenes around the
world (Fig. 5) . Her frontline advocacy movements for
the SDGs this year is set to include the World Urban Forum
in Abu Dhabi next month, and the first Summer School on
Sustainable Heritage of the University of Ljubljana in June,
UNESCQO's 44th Session of the World Heritage Committee in
July, and the High-Level Political Forum following up on the
SDGs in New York, also in July. And then finally, ICOMOS's
General Assembly in Sydney coming up in October.

I am now going to read her letter on her behalf, addressed to

all of you in this room today.
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To the esteemed organizers of the JCIC-Heritage 26th

Seminar on Cultural Heritage and SDGs,

Greetings from Istanbul on behalf of the ICOMOS SDGs
Working Group, and thank you for extending us this
gracious invitation to present our work. As the SDG's
Focal Point of our organization, I have had the great
privilege of meeting valuable colleagues, learning about
and coordinating ICOMOS' important work, and advocate
for the critical role that cultural heritage protection plays
in making a better world, more sustainable, inclusive, safe,

and resilient.

Please accept my highest respects and best wishes for a
fruitful event. Hoping to meet you in another occasion in

the near future.

It would have been ideal if she could come here today. Me
sitting here in Tokyo and not really able to adequately replace
her existence of vivid actions, but today, let me try my best
to share with you how ICOMOS, within its mandate, is
advocating towards the SDGs.

"Cultural heritage is not just monuments. It is identity,

memory, and 'sense of place."

ICOMOS's contemplation concerning sustainable development
is not actually new and has continued even before the SDGs
were set within 2030 UN Agenda (Fig. 6) . As a global non-
governmental organization associated with UNSECO and
working to promote the conservation, protection, use, and
enhancement of cultural heritage sites, [COMOS has been

closely engaged with the topic of sustainable development.

The continued identification and revisiting of the role of
cultural heritage has influenced over time in the quest for
valuation of our cultural environment, such as the emergence
of the Cultural Landscapes category and the Historic Urban

Landscapes approach.
ICOMOS, at its 17th General Assembly held in Paris in
December 2011, issued the "Declaration on heritage as a

driver of development."

The 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable



Development had recognized cultural diversity as the fourth
pillar of sustainable development, alongside the economic,
social and environment pillars. The definition of development
in Article 3 of UNESCO's 2001 Universal Declaration on
Cultural Diversity corresponds closely to the role in the
development process that we would like to give heritage,
interpreted in its broadest sense: "development, understood
not only in terms of economic growth, but also as a means to
achieve a more satisfactory intellectual, emotional, moral and
spiritual existence." The ICOMOS Paris General Assembly
discussed Heritage and Regional Development, Heritage and
Tourism Development, Heritage and Economics, as well as
returning to the art of building conserving the original material

and adapting new uses and functions to existing heritage.

In the ICOMOS Resolutions of the 18th General Assembly
held in Florence in 2014, it was stated that heritage "forms a
crucial aspect of the development process; that it is necessary
to take up the challenge of conserving this fragile, crucial and
non-renewable resource for the benefit of current and future

generations."

So now let's come to the SDGs.

You may not really need the explanation all over again on
the Sustainable Development Goals, but as many of you
know, it was a renewal of UN's commitment to sustainable
development. It did not come from scratch. It was established
upon the conclusion of the MDGs, which had started in
2000 until 2015. But the adoption of this Agenda 2013 for
Sustainable Development was somehow a breakthrough. It

was because it was an idea of integration and synergy.

The SDGs were adopted by all United Nations Member
States in 2015, as a universal call for action to end poverty,
protect the planet, and ensure that all people enjoy peace and

prosperity by 2030 (Fig. 7) .

The 17 SDGs, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, are
integrated, which means that action in one area will affect
outcomes in others, and vice versa, and that development must
balance social, economic, and environmental sustainability
(Fig. 8) . Through the pledge to Leave No One Behind,

countries are encouraged to commit to progress for those

furthest behind first. This is not only about policy. Everyone,
including each of us, is needed to reach these ambitious
targets. Know-how, creativity, technology, and financial
resources from all of society are sought to achieve the SDGs

in each context.

After the SDGs were set in 2015, ICOMOS has engaged itself
ever more than before to development, having issued policy
documents to highlight the vital role of cultural heritage
within the sustainable development process (Fig. 9) .
ICOMOS is committed to the implementation of Agenda
2030, in particular through contribution to the SDGI11.
SDGI1 is set to enhance sustainable cities and is very much
about communities. The goal is to make cities inclusive, safe,

resilient, and sustainable.

Among the 10 targets of the SDG11, Target 11.4 explicitly
mentions heritage (Fig. 10) . This target is to "Strengthen
efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and
natural heritage," so this is obviously the anchor of our work
for the SDGs, but this target is not cut off from other goals and
targets, in the spirit of the SDGs on synergy. This relates to a
broader spectrum of related goals and targets, which requires

policy governance at international, national, and local levels.

ICOMOS's SDGs Working Group attempts to focus its actions
on advocacy, then localizing the means of implementation, as

well as monitoring (Fig. 11) .

2030 is not that far away. Monitoring, in other words,
measuring progress, is key to reviewing the work of advocacy.
One of the Indicators for Target 11 is "expenditure" for
cultural heritage protection, and then supplementary indicators
currently in discussion are, for example, percentage of urban
areas supported by development and financing...today I will

skip this indicator part.

In addition to the SDGs, ICOMOS is also committed to
implement a related thematic agenda, such as the New Urban

Agenda, and other global mechanisms.

The New Urban Agenda was adopted at Habitat III, which
was the 3rd UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable
Urban Development held in Quito in October 2016 (Fig.

12) . This New Urban Agenda includes mentions of cultural
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heritage and culture much more than SDGs in general, and so
ICOMOS has, together with the Target 11.4, decided to work
very closely with partners who are working towards this New

Urban Agenda.

This agenda may seem to focus on SDG11, but urban issues
are not only concerning 11. It goes from SDG1 to SDG17,
including 5, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 16, almost all of the indicated

goals.

The New Urban Agenda sets a new global standard for
sustainable urban development, and will help us rethink
how we plan, manage, and live in cities. This is a roadmap
for building cities that can serve as engines of prosperity
and centers of cultural and social well-being. The Agenda
provides guidance for achieving the SDGs and provides
the underpinning for actions to address climate change. In
this New Urban Agenda, world leaders have committed to a
number of points. The points include the following: clean city
with renewable energy and greener public transport, resilience
to reduce risks and impact of disaster, reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, respect to the rights of migrants, support green
initiatives, enhance publics spaces and urban pockets to
become green and accessible. In order to implement such an
agenda, achievement is sought through new urban regulations,
improved planning and design, and, among other things,

municipal finance.

Since the adoption of the UN Agenda 2030 for Sustainable
Development in September 2015, as well as the New Urban
Agenda at Habitat III in 2016, ICOMOS’s mission on
identifying the role of cultural heritage in contemporary
societies and communities has shifted to the implementation
of Agenda 2030, as well as the New Urban Agenda, from the
perspective of cultural and natural heritage, upon collaboration

with strategic partners.

In 2016, ICOMOS issued its Concept Note on Cultural
Heritage, the UN SDGs, and the New Urban Agenda
(Fig. 13) . This Note, this document, argues for the
positive integration of culture and cultural heritage into
urban development plans and policies as a way to enhance
sustainability. The emerging need for a paradigm shift in the
concept of development in more humanistic and ecological

terms has meant that culture and cultural heritage or cultural
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landscape play a critical role in the achievement of this new
paradigm of a sustainable city. The framework of this paper is
oriented to specific tools that go from principles to concrete
urban policies for achieving a sustainable, inclusive city

development.

The paper mentions that a number of misconceptions
regarding cultural heritage has been prevalent in development
discourse that results in diminishing the role of culture and
cultural heritage in urban plans and policies. The definition
of cultural heritage here is in its increasingly broader
significance. Then the paper goes on to outline some key ways
in which culture and cultural heritage contribute to making
cities and settlements sustainable as a driver of inclusive
development, an enabler for social cohesion, inclusion, and

equity.

Members and works that have contributed to the preparation
of this concept note, this has become the impetus of the

current SDGs Working Group.

Then in July 2017, ICOMOS issued the final version of its
ICOMOS Action Plan: Cultural Heritage and Localizing the
SDGs (Fig. 14) .

This was drafted more as a roadmap for ICOMOS's own
members and its heritage advocates towards achieving
implementation of the SDGs and its agenda at the national and
particularly the sub-national or local levels. The Action Plan
sets forth our vision, mission, and main principles, as well as
a "toolkit" or a "menu" of actions that can be taken under the

three areas of advocacy, localizing the means, and monitoring.

The prominent step within ICOMOS's actions of advocacy for
the SDGs is its global reporting on heritage in the UN High-
Level Political Forum, where governments come together to

review the implementation of the SDGs.

ICOMOS is a member of the NGO Major Group, one of the
UN Major Groups and Other Stakeholders representing non-
state actors in the UN system (Fig. 15) .

In July 2018, ICOMOS, together with other entities,
such as UCLG, which stands for United Cities and Local

Government, IFLA, International Federation of Landscape



Architects, Europa Nostra, issued a statement to governments
for inclusion of culture and nature with reference to SDGs
and other goals. The title of the statement read, “Is Heritage
left behind in the High-Level Political Forum Ministerial
Declaration?” This statement advocated for: indigenous
traditional water management system, which relates to SDG6,
enhancement of adaptive reuse of historic built environment

and its embodied energy, which relates to SDG7.

The statement also directly addressed Target 11.4 to stress
that heritage has a crucial role in the urban development
process, shaping the identity, collective memory, and "sense of
place", and that all sustainable cities are require to be people-
centered. The statement also refers to the sustainable tourism
benefits afforded by preserving cultural resources, which
relate to SDG12, as well as landscape approaches to advance
integrated nature-culture solutions in the context of climate

change and food sovereignty, which in fact affects SDG15.

In 2019, NGOs, including ICOMOS, leading up to the UN
High-Level Political Forum in New York in July, published
the "NGO Major Group Position Paper for the HLPF2019."
This paper makes references to cultural heritage, cultural
diversity, cultural rights, and cultural resilience, among
other related themes. This NGO Major Group coordinators
facilitated ICOMOS’ voice to be heard through this important
document addressing the UN system (Fig. 16) .

The paper demonstrates the interconnectedness of the
goals and the continuing need to take holistic approaches
to achieving them. Challenges noted by NGOs consistently
reflected exclusion, disempowerment, reduction of diversity,
lack of disaggregated data, separation of sectors, unilateralism,
and lack of political will. The NGO Major Group called upon
Member States for empowerment, inclusion, and equality
to ensure that civil society and those most affected by
policymaking are guaranteed an active role in the process of

decision-making, planning, evaluation, and implementation.

Building on the commitments of "Culture as a Goal in Post
2015-MDGs," members of this campaign took the occasion
of the UN SDG Summit in New York last year as a good
opportunity to revitalize this campaign, now updated as
Culture in the 2030 goal. The networks leading the campaign
were, together with ICOMOS: International Federation of Arts

Councils and Cultural Agencies, International Federation of
Coalitions for Cultural Diversity, Agenda 21 for Culture of the
United Cities and Local Governments, Culture Action Europe,
Arterial Network, International Music Council, International
Federation of Landscape Architects, and the Latinoamerican

Network of Arts for Social Transformation.

This new 106 pages report entitled "Culture in the
implementation for the 2030 Agenda" was coordinated by
ICOMOS and the United Cities and Local Governments
(Fig. 17) . This is not the same document as what UNESCO
published in 2019, which was a very important document, but
this report is also very interesting in the way that it reviews
the voluntary national reviews that had been submitted by
Member States of the UN to the UN High-Level Political

Forum.

This publication sends key messages on the role of culture,
current and potential, in the implementation of the SDGs.
The report takes stock of the first four years of the agenda,
2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019, from the perspective of culture.
The reports submitted by Member States during those four
years had been analyzed. The report also explains the parallel
development of policy in the global conversation on culture in
development, including the initiatives and actions taken by the
networks of the Culture 2030 Goal, UNESCO, the UN Special
Rapporteur in the field of cultural rites, and other international

organizations.

So ICOMOS has entered into the picture of partnership
and federation of all of these other agencies to advocate for

culture.

Now you have realized probably that ICOMOS's work for
advocating has gone beyond heritage issues, but more in
general about enhancing culture within the Development

Goals.

The recommendations that the report provides for all parties
involved in the Implementation Decade, leading from 2020 to

2030, here are the key recommendations (Fig. 18) .

Firstly, culture to be from the outset in national development
planning frameworks for implementation of the SDGs, as well

as in their reporting through the VNR process. VNR is the
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Voluntary National Review. Japan submitted it in 2017, but

culture was mentioned only three times among words in 52

pages.

Next, the need for wider consultation and participatory

exercises in the elaboration of the VNRs.

Thirdly, the need to develop a wider international community
around culture and sustainable development, which is obvious
for us but which is not obvious for the rest of the development

community.

Then, the organization of a high-level meeting devoted to

culture within the next High-Level Political Forum.

Then, the design and implementation of quantitative and
qualitative indicators reflecting the place of culture in

sustainable development.

The importance of cultural contexts in the local
implementation of the SDGs and the crucial role played
by local cultural actors, institutions, and organizations.
I personally think that this recommendation (f) is very

important.

Then, the need for cultural sectors to strengthen their own

efforts towards the implementation of the SDGs.

And the commitment to developing partnerships at all levels
to strengthen the integration of the cultural dimension in the

SDGs.

ICOMOS's SDGs Working Group continues to strengthen
its internal mobilization, place the meaning of SDGs within
ICOMOS, communicate through national committees and
international scientific committees, and to reach out to

external partnerships, and continue its advocacy (Fig. 19) .

During the ICOMOS Annual Assembly held in October in
Marrakesh last year, this Working Group held an Expert
Working Group on the SDGs Policy Guidance, with
participation of around 20 colleagues. The Policy Guidance
task team is preparing the full set of notes for use in the
development of the document, which the group is hoping to

share soon. Probably its aim, the aim of the Working Group,
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is to launch tentatively during the World Urban Forum in Abu

Dhabi next month.

There are seven priority actions in ICOMOS's work towards
sustainable development (Fig. 20) .

First of all is the SDGs Policy Guidance to be issued. The
concept note was developed, and an online survey made to
collect inputs from ICOMOS's members. Myself, as a focal
point within the ICOMOS national committee in Japan, have
asked the secretariat of the national committee for ICOMOS
to disseminate this questionnaire. The draft launch of the
Polocy Guidance is foreseen next month at the World Urban
Forum in Abu Dhabi, but the final launch is foreseen in 2021
at the High-Level Political Forum of the UN.

Priority Action 2: Engagement with the High-Level Political
Forum. This is the most visible part of ICOMOS's advocacy.
Inputs were made, as I have already introduced, to the NGO
Major Group position paper, and a number of working
group members actually participated as part of ICOMOS's
delegation in the Major NGO group in those UN meetings.
And side events were organized on cultural tourism, on rural
landscapes, during those forums. And finally, the published
report on Culture in the 2030 Agenda is there to allow
Member States of the UN to review what have been the

results, within their own VNRs, on the place of culture.

Priority Action 3: National Liaisons and Localizing the
SDGs. This is actually the mission and mandate of us,
ICOMOS members, to be able to work in our own context,
in universities or with local governments or with national
governments or with private sectors, to be able to continue
sharing our ideas and the notion of cultural heritage to in
place. ICOMOS Ireland is very active in the field of water
management, [COMOS India in the rights-based approach,
and the International Scientific Committee of ICOMOS on
underwater cultural heritage has been active in connection

with oceanographic agenda.

Priority Action 4: World Heritage and the Historic Urban
Landscape Recommendation. ICOMOS's work cannot be
unrelated with World Heritage of course, and so SDGs focal
point has been always participating in the World Heritage
Committee sessions recently. And a publicity kit had been

distributed to the World Heritage Committee members, and



side events had been organized during the World Heritage
Committee sessions by ICOMOS on the SDGs, bringing
together IUCN, ICCROM, and other partners to be able to

sensitize that heritage issues and SDGs are not unrelated.

Priority Action 5: Urban Partnerships and Engagement with
the New Urban Agenda. Participation of ICOMOS's focal
point in the World Urban Forum is the most visible and
important work for the time being. Last year it was held in
Kuala Lumpur; this year in Abu Dhabi. And speaking up in
those meetings and strengthening the partnerships with United
Cities and Local Governments is the most direct method to be

able to link with local governments and their contexts directly.

Priority Action 6: Metrics and Indicators. What was very
welcome last year was that UNESCO announced Thematic
Indicators for Culture during the 43rd Session of the World

Heritage Committee, and then it actually was published.

Within ICOMOS, its intern, Anashya Srinivasan, contributes
to the measuring of the impacts to SDGs in developing a
consistent system of measurement. She is now undertaking
an ICOMOS internship in the US and is working hard on
developing this measurement system which may be able to
improve activities of ICOMOS itself and to showcase its work
and eventually contribute to national governments and 1GOs

reporting.

Priority Action 7: Fundraising and Human Resources. Of
course ICOMOS's work is all voluntary, but for the focal point
of the SDGs Working Group, to be able to be present in many
UN meetings, there is a need for at least a travel budget, and
we are working on trying to get more support for travel and
also for the dissemination of sensitizing kits, such as flash

sticks and brochures.

After working on advocacy, what does ICOMOS expect
from governments and civil society, including itself, actually
— ICOMOS is part of the civil society — to handle as their

respective actions (Fig. 21) ?

I'm going from the civil society. Civil society, such as
ICOMOS national committees, can and should engage more
actively in government and private sector institutions in

promoting culture and heritage in sustainable development.

Joint projects, frequent and meaningful contact with SDGs
coordinators in these institutions, training programs,
consultation and advice to these institutions could be some

ways to engage further.

Local governments are very important and probably the most
important players in achieving SDGs and taking cultural
heritage into account in the process. And local governments
are very close to the civil society. And also for NGOs, it may
be easier to engage with their local governments than national
governments to be able to share ideas and take actions

forward.

And as for national government bodies, ministries, and public
institutions in charge of cultural heritage, there could be and
should be engagement with other public departments in charge
of related issues, especially urban and territorial planning,

education and tourism, and vice versa.

Culture, and cultural heritage by extension, should not be seen
by others as a niche or a separate concern, but one extension
that can bring together activities and enable more effective

partnerships towards common goals.

Here I would like to acknowledge the close partnerships of
other organizations with whom ICOMOS strongly shares
its quest for advocating cultural heritage for the SDGs
(Fig. 22) . United Cities and Local Governments Culture
Committee, in other words, they are called Agenda 21 for
Culture, UNHABITAT, UNESCO, IUCN, International

Federation of Landscape Architects, and so on.

Here I am coming to the conclusion.

We want to think of the way of living together on this planet
with the belief that Cultural Heritage brings together social
cohesion, growth, tourism, well-being of communities, and
that it builds synergy between the approaches targeting each
of the SDGs. ICOMOS, together with the mentioned partners,
continues to advocate for the effective integration of culture
and heritage into sustainable urbanism, tourism, climate

action, disaster preparedness, and related policy areas.

Echoing the Paris Declaration of 2011, the vision for the

new era is the recognition, mainstreaming, and effective
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contribution of cultural heritage as an enabler of sustainable
development through its effective place within the UN Agenda
2030 (Fig. 23) .

Here is an extract from the "UNESCO Universal Declaration

on Cultural Diversity" (Fig. 24) :

Reaffirming that culture ... be regarded as the set of
distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional
features of society or a social group, and that it
encompasses, in addition to art and literature, lifestyles,
ways of living together, value systems, traditions and
beliefs.... Noting that culture is at the heart of contemporary
debates about identity, social cohesion, and the development

of a knowledge-based economy....

Cultural heritage, or culture as a whole, underlies within
each of the Sustainable Development Goals, and is a brace, a
bridge, that integrates the spectrum of goals and targets, which
are not in isolation. Culture is a mindset of how we all live

together, respect, and support each other in the long run.

Thank you very much for this session.
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ICOMOS’ new Working Groups and
approaches

SDGs Working Group (since
2018) collaborates with other
working groups, integrating
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human rights concerns into
ethical principles

ICOMOS

international council on monuments and sites

+ Climate Change and
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+ Emerging Professionals

+ Rights Based Approach
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What is ICOMOS?

Global NGO and network for
the conservation and
protection of cultural heritage
+ 10546 Individual members
in 151 countries
+ 271 institutional members
+ 107 national committees
+ 28 international scientific
committees
(as of Dec 2018)

international council on monuments and sites
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ICOMOS’ Sustainable Development
Working Group

ICOMOS Focal Point for the
Sustainable Development
Goals: Ms. Ege Yildirim
(ICOMOS Turkey)

ICOMOS

international council on moenuments and sites

Fig. 2
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ICOMOS’ Sustainable Development
Working Group

+ Membership: 60 (Dec
2018) — 119 (Oct 2019)

+ Chair: Mr. Peter Philips
(ICOMOS Australia)

+ Coordination &
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among all ICOMQOS organs,
Mailing List and Meetings
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Fig. 5

—
ICOMOS and ‘Heritage for development’

ICOMOS

international counc |I on monuments and sites

Cultural heritage is about
identity, memory and ‘sense
of place’.

+ 17" General Assembly of
ICOMOS (Paris, 2011)
“Declaration on heritage as a
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+ 18" General Assembly of
ICOMOS (Florence, 2014)
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future generations
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ICOMOS and the New Urban Agenda

3 UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban
Development (Habitat I1l, October 2016, Quito)

« Adoption of the New Urban Agenda on how we plan,
manage and live in cities.

« Cities as engines of prosperity, centres of cultural and
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+ Underpinning actions to address climate change
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ICOMOS'’ advocacy at the UN-HLPF
e (as member of the NGOs Major Group)

- 2016 February “ICOMOS Concept Note on ‘Cultural + 2019 "NGO Major Group Position Paper for the HLPF”"
Heritage, the UN SDGs and the New Urban Agenda™ + People-centered approach: empowerment, inclusion and

Culture and cultural heritage/landscape play a critical role equality

in the achievement of humanistic and ecological paradigm « reference to cultural heritage, cultural diversity, cultural

of a sustainable city. rights and cultural resilience
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AND COMMUNITIES

ABEE

Fig. 13

e e

3 ICOMOS’ advocacy at the UN-HLPF
Localizing the SDGs (as member of the NGOs Major Group)
- 2017 July “ICOMOS Action Plan: Cultural Heritage and

Localizing the SDGs” 2019 September
R : : “Culture in the Implementation
+ Roadmap for ICOMOS' own members and heritage advocates "
toward achieving implementation of the Sustainable Development ' ’4 of the 2030 Agenda” Report
Agenda at the national and particularly the sub-national (regional 4 « takes stock of the first four
and urban) levels.

« Sets forth ICOMOS' vision, mission and main principles, as well as
a menu of actions that can be taken under the three action areas of

1) Advocacy ICOM OS

2) Localizing the means of implementation -,
3) Monitoring Implementation
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reference to SDGs and (e) quantitative and qualitative indicators reflecting the place of culture in SD
other goals. (f) respect to cultural contexts in the local implementation of the SDGs

(g) cultural sectors' efforts towards the implementation of the SDGs
(h) developing partnerships at all levels to strengthen the integration of the
cultural dimension in the SDGs.
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@ THE UN HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM
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Fig 19 Fig 22
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Priority Action 3: National Liaisons and Localizing the ~ ’ Effective contribution
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Priority Action 4. World Heritage and the Historic Urban urbanism, tourism,

Landscape (HUL) climate action, disaster
Priority Action 5: Strengthening Urban Partnerships and preparedness...

Engagement with the New Urban Agenda ' ‘
Priority Action 6: Metrics and Indicators " I “ as a driver and enabler of

Priority Action 7: Sustainable Development
Fundraising and Human Resources through effective
implementation of the UN
SUSTAINABLE ™ &

DEVELOPMENT wALS Agenda 2030.

Fig. 20 Fig 23

ICOMOS’ advocacy at the UN-HLPF Encompassing ways of living together
(as member of the NGOs Major Group)

Culture as a brace that integrates the spectrum of goals and

“Culture in the Implementation of the ) targets

2030 Agenda” PRS- e )

Key Recommendations Tipgs? Aok coma Reaffirming that culture (..) be regarded as the set of

(a) culture in national development planning distinctive  spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional
¥ o e e ] = 2 features of society or a social group, and that it

b) wider consultation for the VNRs . P o .
() ' encompasses, in addition to art and literature, lifestyles,

(c) wider international community around culture and SD, 83 !
(d) High-Level Meeting devoted to Culturein the next HLPF cycle (2020-2023) e of living together, value systems, traditions and

(e) quantitative and qualitative indicators reflecting the place of culture in SD efs....Noting that culture is at the heart of contemporary
: : ] debates about identity, social cohesion, and the development

(f) respect to cultural contexts in the local implementation of the SDGs of a knowledge-based economy (...)

(g) cultural sectors’ efforts towards the implementation of the SDGs o

(h) developing partnerships at all levels to strengthen the integration of the

cultural dimension in the SDGs. extract from the “UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural
iversity”, 2001)
Fig. 21 Fig. 24
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