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Network building
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Holding meetings of Steering Committees
and the Subcommittees
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Information collection and sharing
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Delivering newsletters for the members, maintaining
database, collecting information on prevention of illicit
import and export of cultural property, and supporting
international cooperation activities
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Research
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Implementing international cooperation surveys
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Public relations and dissemination
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Publishing booklets introducing Japan’s international
cooperation in cultural heritage, maintaining the website
and social media, holding symposia and seminars
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Japan’s International Cooperation

in Cultural Heritage
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A wide diversity of cultures exists across the globe. Each culture is
passed down by the groups that share it, while at the same time
every culture is constantly evolving through contact with external
cultures and the changing natural environment. Cultural heritage is
defined as what has been handed down over the years, from
generation to generation.

Traditionally, cultural heritage has been passed down by the local
people and through government efforts to ensure its survival to
future generations. However, in contemporary society we can see
some cases in which a single locality or country cannot protect its
cultural heritage, due to technical or financial difficulties or various
other factors. Today, many attempts are being made at international
cooperation to protect cultural heritage as the shared property of all
humanity, under a framework that transcends national borders.

After the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage was adopted by UNESCO in 1972, a multilateral
framework for international cooperation began to be developed.
During the initial stages of this gradual process, the cultural heritage
identified first as the main subjects of international cooperation
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1 Architectural training in the Western Causeway of Angkor Wat (Cambodia)
Cooperation concerning Conservation and Utilization of Historic Buildings (Bhutan)
Training project in the Field School of Archaeology, Ministry of

Religious Affairs and Culture (Myanmar)

Restoration project of Ndebele house painting (Aichi, Japan)

Group Training Course for researchers from Asia-Pacific Region (Nara, Japan)
Research and Protection activities of Lines and Geoglyphs of Nasca (Peru)
Support project for the documentation of cultural heritage (Syria)

Excavation work at Ak-Beshim site (Kyrgyz)
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included historic sites and buildings as well as monuments. Later, the
cultural heritage that should be protected through international
cooperation has come to be seen to include cultural landscapes and
intangible cultural heritage too. In addition, the means of cooperation
also have expanded to include a wide range of methods such as
technology transfer and human-resources development in addition to
the traditional means of research and financial assistance.

Following its experience with dramatic social changes such as the
Meiji Restoration and World War I, Japan became a pioneer in efforts
to protect and utilize its cultural heritage. Today, Japan puts its
experience and technologies to support the protection of cultural
heritage around the world.

Due to this expanding concept of cultural heritage and the
increasingly diverse modes of practical cooperation, it is essential to
support the protection and utilization of cultural heritage through
partnerships with various parties in Japan and cooperation among
experts extending beyond the boundaries of individual fields of
academic study.
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JCIC-Heritage

I{ ISEE E| p%—fﬁ%j] DHH | Chronology on International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage
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See the website below for more details.

https://www.jcic-heritage.jp
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Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage
ALL-JAPAN cooperative structure
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The Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage (JCIC-Heritage) was established in 2006 with the goal of
building a shared platform for mutual partnership and cooperation
among various agencies involved in the protection of cultural
heritage overseas. Through meetings of its Steering Committee and
Subcommittees as well as holding events including seminars and
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symposia, JCIC-Heritage shares the latest information on protection
of cultural heritage and supports a system to promote wide coopera-
tion to protect cultural heritage among various agencies, groups, and

TEEHEEXZTVET,

experts throughout Japan.
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20004~ | 2000 and later

The 26th Seminar (2020)

Survey on the protection of cultural heritage in Indonesia (2020)

The 29th Steering Committee meeting (2019)

Bagan (Survey on the protection of cultural heritage in Myanmar, 2011)
Nan Madol (Survey on the protection of cultural heritage in Micronesia, 2010)
Workshop on international cooperation in cultural heritage (2018)
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© SR E AL HATFRAT (R (k) B 3L AL AR RS AL B A
RN ICEBREHREER B>y — (R XCRERBEGH
£y —) % KIE 1995)

© 1R TIT XY & —XLBERE B EFT (ACCUR
BB RE 1999)

© Japan signs the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage (1992)

© Japan Funds-in-Trust for the Preservation and Promotion of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage established at UNESCO (1993)

© Japan Center for International Cooperation in Conservation established
at the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo (1995)

© Cultural Heritage Protection Cooperation Office, Asia-Pacific Cultural
Centre for UNESCO (ACCU Nara) established (1999)

© 'ULH DR EBEHAZEDRHIFICBIT 25,07
(2002)

© "L A A 5E AL S0 5 #E (2002)

© MR XA EEDREICEIY 5540, fiikE 2004

@ Act on Controls on the lllicit Export and Import and Other
Matters of Cultural Property promulgated (2002)

@ Japan signs Convention on the Means of Prohibiting an
Preventing the lllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership
of Cultural Property (2002)

@ Japan signs the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage (2004)

© BENADXLBEDREIRZERNAIBADHEICEST
%IER A7 (2006)

o AL BEEBRHN Y — S PLRRIL (2006)

° "RAOBFDBROILM OREICE T 5EE, A% 2007)

© Act on the Promotion of International Cooperation for
Protection of Cultural Heritage Abroad promulgated (2006)

@ Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage launched (2006)

@ Act on Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict promulgated (2007)

o "R AMHEDBROILE DRI T &M, kS 2007

0 UHEADALEEDREI R 2 ERNLBADHEEICEHT S
HEARRTT# &R (2007 & 2014)

© 7T ARFHER ALEER Ry — (IRCL 2R RIATT
U—2+€>%—) R 201

o ERRMERT V715 —RE 2014)

© Japan signs the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property
in the Event of Armed Conflict (2007)

® Basic Policy on the Promotion of International Cooperation for
Protection of Cultural Heritage Abroad issued (2007 & 2014)

©@ International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the
Asia-Pacific Region (IRCI, Unesco Category 2 Centre) established
(201

© The Japan Foundation Asia Center established (2014)

195044 | 1950s 1960 | 1960s 1970448 | 1970s 1980 4K | 1980s
BADENZ © UL FAHRFE RN TR (1950) © (70 LICHIEE (1967) © 1420 PYT7 Xtz y— (ACCU) BRI 1971) o T & EMICLS "BRARR DR EE 1988)
Japan © 1R ZIUZHNE (1951 © AL RXIE (1968) © EMRAME R (1972) —BRIC LB ERB BRI BRI A E Y A EN S,
@ Act on Protection of Cultural Properties @ Japan joins ICCROM (1967) o ERIHNEEE (R EEIBAME ICA)) F&IL 1974) o LEERFHAFTESRE IR RIICHIL 1989)
promulgated (1950) © Agency for Cultural Affairs established (1968)  ® B4 I EXENEBR R (1979) © Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita delivers Statement “Opening a New
O s UNEEDGERD @ Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU) established (1971 Era in Japanese-European Relations” (1988)
@ Japan Foundation established (1972) —>Japan incorporates international cultural exchange into its
© Japan International C Agency (JICA) i 1974) international cooperation plans.
© Japan ICOMOS National Committee established (1979) © Japanese Trust Fund for the Preservation of the World Cultural
Heritage established at UNESCO (1989)
ERHLREE o ROABSOBOXIHOREIKTS © XL TRIFEFH >~ —> HIth (1960) o "XLHMOTEARA MR OFEEBEL R LROBIES
International 549,58 1954) o (IEX (ERESVETRE) BFRICEIT B5H (CULHTE R A SR IERA) ) 5IR(970)
e (70 L (KL REFEEMRER BRIL (1965) o MERDXALBERUBRBEEDRIMICEIT 25140 (HFHE

% —) HIL (1959)

© Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict
adopted (1954)

@ International Centre for the Study of the
Preservation and Restoration of Cultural
Property (ICCROM) established (1959)

© Campaign to save Nubian ruins begins (1960)
@ International Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS) established (1965)

ZH9) 1 3RIR (1972)
© Convention on the Means of Prohibiting an Preventing the lllicit Import,
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property adopted (1970)
@ Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage adopted (1972)

ot FUEE > ¥ —8RIL (1992)

© 7L —>— )L FERZER (ICBS) 3¥3Z (1996)

o "RAMNEDBRO L H DIREICBI T 2540, DE2HRE FIRR
(1999)

© World Heritage Centre established (1992)

© International Committee of the Blue Shield (ICBS) established (1996)

©® Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for the Protection of
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict adopted (1999)

© KA L BEED R IZB T 550, BRIR 2001

© MRF AL EEDREICBIY % 5.1 5%4R (2003)

@ Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural
Heritage adopted (2001)

@ Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage adopted (2003)

o LM RBD SR DRE R IMREICEI T B 5K IR
(2005)

@ Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions adopted (2005)

© 'RRDMEREEEY S K AIREAR DI HD 2030
7Yy (KR rl g7 BF B 1R (SDGs) ) FR iR (2015)

© Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development adopted (2015)
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Network building

Meeting approximately 20 times a year in meetings
of the Steering Committee, the Subcommittee for
Planning, regional subcommittees (Southeast and
South Asia, West Asia, East and Central Asia, Latin
America and Caribbean, Europe, and Africa) and
other bodies, we are building a network of
universities and research institutions, public
institutions (ministries and agencies, and indepen-
dent administrative agencies), agencies that
support international cooperation (private-sector
corporations, NGOs, and NPOs), and private aid
foundations.

Researchers and staff responsible from related
agencies attend these meetings and engage in
extensive discussion of the kinds of international
cooperation that Japan should pursue, addressing
issues in individual regions as well as those
spanning regional boundaries, in line with global
trends in protection of cultural heritage.

In fiscal 2019, we devoted this program to reports
on attendance at international conferences
regarding conservation of cultural heritage as well
as discussions on projects now under way for the
restoration of cultural heritage in places affected by

disasters, the sharing of information on the
situation in each country regarding the conserva-
tion and use of cultural heritage, and ways in which
Japan can contribute to the conservation of
cultural heritage in armed conflict areas.

In addition to these meetings, we are striving to
implement activities through a Japan-wide
structure based on strengthening cooperation with
various related agencies, including recommenda-
tion of applicants (chosen through screening by
Consortium members) for group training by the
Asia-Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU),
support for various international cooperation
projects in the area of cultural heritage, and holding
symposia with the Agency for Cultural Affairs.

* Information on subcommittee meetings is provided in email newsletters sent
to Consortium members. While meetings are open to all members in principle,
some may be closed depending on the subjects discussed.
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Main regional
subcommittee
agenda items in
fiscal 2019

FEO2EEENREDOKRT
(20195 4B 10 HRAtE)

The 62nd Subcommittee for Planning
(held April 10, 2019)

FEIBEATITAREDERTF
(20194 7 A5 HEAfE)

The 33rd Subcommittee for West Asia
Cheld July 5,2019)

Subcommittee for
Southeast and South Asia

Ten years after the earthquake off the coast of
Sumatra (from Padang) : Inspection of the
process of recovery / The general state of the
conservation of underwater cultural heritage in
Southeast and South Asia / Survey on
international cooperation in Indonesia / The
Third Basic Policy / Activities of the Consortium
next fiscal year / Activities of the Subcommittee
for Southeast and South Asia next fiscal year /
ICC-Angkor 25th anniversary and Japanese
international cooperation with preservation of
cultural heritage etc.

Subcommittee for
East and Central Asia

Subcommittee positioning and role / Policy for
the activities of the Subcommittee for East Asia
this fiscal year / The digital Silk Road project:
Oriental Library archives and rediscovery of Silk
Road / Excavation study of paleolithic sites in
Kazakhstan by the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties / Future issues in
the international cooperation survey on the
protection of cultural heritage abroad in
Mongolia / The Third Basic Policy / Activities of
the Consortium next fiscal year / Activities of the
Subcommittee for East and Central Asia next
fiscal year / Report on the coordination meeting
related to the 6th meeting of the Coordinating
Committee of the Serial Transnational World
Heritage of the Silk Road / The Eastern Silk
Road: from China to ancient Japan etc.

Subcommittee for
Europe

Notre-Dame de Paris - fire, construction, and
repair / New currents in management of cultural
heritage: The Council of Europe Faro Convention
/ FY2019 project plans of the Japan Consortium
for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage
/ Report on the seminar on SDGs and cultural
heritage / Agenda of the 13th meeting of the
Subcommittee for Europe / The Third Basic
Policy / Activities of the Consortium next fiscal
year / Activities of the Subcommittee for Europe
next fiscal year / Cultural heritage after regime
collapse in Southeastern Europe etc.

Subcommittee for
West Asia

Subcommittee positioning and role / Policy for
the activities of the Subcommittee for West Asia
this and next fiscal year / Trends in approaches
to the conservation of underwater cultural
heritage in recent years: Focus on the Indian
Ocean / Crowd-funding study group / The Third
Basic Policy / Consortium Activities next fiscal
year / Activities of the Subcommittee for West
Asia next fiscal year / The Project for
International Contribution to Cultural Heritage in
the Syrian Arab Republic commissioned by the
Agency for Cultural Affairs in FY2019 / The
project for conservation of cultural heritage in
the West Asian region by the Tokyo National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties /
Projects for international contribution and
cooperation for cultural heritage in Iran etc.

Subcommittee for
Africa

Activities of the Subcommittee for Africa -
History and future outlook / Heritage tourism in
Africa - Current state and issues / Report on the
current state of cultural heritage in Africa / The
Third Basic Policy / Activities of the Consortium
next fiscal year / Activities of the Subcommittee
for Africa next fiscal year / Principles in
inheritance of traditional Kassena houses in
Burkina Faso: Thoughts on indigenous
architecture at risk of disappearance /
Transformation of traditional Kassena houses
and native architectural technology in Burkina
Faso / Approaches by the ICCROM in Africa etc.

Subcommittee for
Latin America and Caribbean

Policy for activities this fiscal year / Japanese
international cooperation project for cultural
heritage in Guatemala and Honduras - Current
state and issues / Activities of citizens and
archaeologists involving cultural properties in
the city of Huanuco, Peru / Sustainabe
conservation of cultural scenery in Chachapoyas,
Peru (JICA technical assistance project: Project
for Sustainable Development of the Cultural
Landscape of Peru's Upper Utcubamba Valley) /
Mexican archaeology and Coin Toss: Support for
identity formation in a local community through
"manga" / The discussion at IUAES 2019 about
the fire at the National Museum of Brazil /
Review of the Consortium's basic policy, projects
next fiscal year, etc.
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cultural heritage in partner countries. It is also
necessary to ascertain accurately matters such as
the needs of partner countries in cooperation. In
addition, together with surveying the conditions in
these partner countries, we also plan to enable
more effective cooperation by obtaining
information on their assessments of Japan’s
international cooperation projects and the state of
cooperation by other countries providing support,
among other information.

The Consortium engages in two main types of
international surveys. The first is the survey on the
protection of cultural heritage abroad, intended to
ascertain the conditions and needs related to
protection of cultural heritage in cooperation

Japan that would be more effective in that event.
The survey findings to date are presented in an
electronic edition of the report available for viewing
on our website.

Ever since its founding, the Consortium has
conducted surveys in numerous countries. In recent
years, discussions have been proceeding on new
survey themes in response to the changes of the
times.

BEICRELERBNRE—E

AVRRIT - RV BEMRBEK B TORE
Survey in areas affected by the earthquake

disaster on the island of Sulawesi,
Indonesia

List of international cooperation surveys conducted in the past
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the purpose of considering the kind of role that
cultural heritage could play in local reconstruction
and the sort of international cooperation from

Information collection
and sharing

We collect various types of basic information on
international cooperation in cultural heritage and
provide it to members and other interested parties.

As one of our main initiatives, we operate a
database of basic information on a members-only
page on our website, bringing together information
on project implementation and results regarding
projects supported by related government
ministries and agencies, research and educational
institutions, international cooperation agencies,
foundations, and others. This database makes it
possible to search data collected to date on more
than 2500 projects, by project, researcher,
organization, cooperation partner country, cultural
heritage, and literature.

In developing this basic database, we are striving to
ensure that it will be a database that reflects
consideration for usability by incorporating data on
not only project performance but also subjects
such as experts’ activities and resources that can
be used in international cooperation on cultural
heritage, thus enabling users to ascertain the actual

I Mongolia

situation of Japan’s international cooperation
projects on cultural aid from a wide range of
aspects and use the information in efficiently
starting up new projects or cooperating and
sharing information with related parties. Future
aims include development of a system to provide
useful information to experts and investors as well
as further enhancement of data.

In addition to collecting information on members’
international cooperation projects and making it
available to the general public through posts on our
website, we also collect information on events
related to international cooperation in cultural
heritage and news from overseas, which we publish
in an email newsletter for members distributed
roughly once every two weeks.

About the basic information database

The basic information database is available to
members on the Consortium website.

Address inquiries on member registration to:
Japan Consortium for International Cooperation
in Cultural Heritage Secretariat
Email consortium@tobunken.go.jp
Tel. +81-3-3823-4841
Fax. +81-3-3823-4027

TITHA R ETRABINTLWIRE
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Summaries of members’ projects
published on the website
(map page, individual page)
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Public relations
and dissemination

We hold symposia and research conferences on
international cooperation in cultural heritage, not
only for members but for the general public as well.

Each of our symposia reflects a theme chosen in
consideration of international trends, to communi-
cate to numerous attendees the importance of
activities to protect cultural heritage. They include
reports from Japanese and international experts
active on the front lines in each region and field as
well as key personnel in administrative agencies.

In 2019, we held a symposium titled "Intentional
Destruction of Cultural Heritage: Why Are Books
Burned?" for looking back at book-burnings and
intentional destruction of cultural heritage in
history. The aim was to re-examine the worth of
books and cultural heritage to society by probing
the "logic" of those destroying cultural heritage.
The various presentations took up cases from
ancient to modern. The panel discussion was also a
venue for exchange of opinion on issues facing the
international community.

Our seminars serve as venues for more detailed
discussion and provide the latest information to

Fiscal year Title

experts.

In fiscal 2019, we held two seminars. The first
seminar was titled "International Trends in
Safeguarding of Cultural Heritage: World Cultural
Heritage, Intangible Cultural Heritage, and
Underwater Cultural Heritage." It was devoted to
reports by persons with expert knowledge of the
respective fields on issues discussed at internation-
al forums thus far, Japan's involvement with the
same, and agenda going forward.

Titled "Cultural Heritage and SDGs II: What has
been discussed in the World?", the aim of the
seminar was to clarify the relationship between
SDGs and conservation of cultural heritage. The
participants also discussed the various of perspec-
tives and methodologies that are needed in
international cooperation in the field of cultural
heritage for contributing toward SDGs through
cultural heritage.

In addition to these, the website and social media
features regularly updated posts on events and
columns related to international cooperation in
cultural heritage, providing information to users on
various aspects of international cooperation in this
area.

VRIS T
(201951281 BRARE)

Symposium 2019
(held December 1,2019)

Titles of symposia

and forum held over 2019 Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage : Why are Books Burned?

the last five years

2018 The Shape of International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage
: Japan’s Contribution to Save World Heritage for the Next Generations

2017 Sustainable Development of Historical Cities in South-East Asia

2016 On the 10th Anniversary Symposium of Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage “The Future that Cultural Heritage Leads to”

2015 ASEAN+3 Cultural Heritage Forum 2015 “Potentiality of International Cooperation

: Transmission and Utilization of Cultural Heritage in Southeast Asia”

Fiscal year Title
Titles of research

conferences held over 2019 Cultural Heritage and SDGs Il : What has been discussed in the World?

the last five years

International Trends in Safeguarding Cultural Heritage

: World Cultural Heritage, Intangible Cultural Heritage and Underwater Cultural Heritage

2018 Cultural Heritage and SDGs

Workshop: Knowing and Telling About Support and Cooperation in Conservation of Cultural Heritage
in Various Countries

2017 International Trends in Reconstruction of Cultural Heritage

Cultural Heritage in Paradises under Threat: Centered on the Ruins of Nan Madol in Micronesia

2016 The Global Situation and the Future of Protection of Cultural Heritage

The Silk Road: Issues since Inscription on the World Heritage List and Topics Faced by Japan

2015 International Trends in Safeguarding Cultural Heritage

Cultural Heritage in Crisis
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